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INTRODUCTORY NOTE.
While this excellent production is passing through the press, and beyond the
reach of consultation with the author, I have ventured, as the Editor of the publica-
tions of the Wisconsin Historical Society, to append a few historical notes where the
context seemed to require them.
The intelligent reader need scarcely be reminded, that this Address contains
much new matter relative to an interesting period of our frontier history, especially
pertaining to the British and Indian forays having their origin and stimulus at De-
troit, the headquarters of British influence in the North-West during the border
warfare of the Revolution. L. C. D.
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 
While this excellent production is passing through the press, and beyond the 
reach of consult.at.ion with the author, I have ventured, as the Editor of the publica­
tions of the Wisconsin Historical Society, to append a few historical notes where the 
context seemed to require them. 
The intelligent reader need scarcely be reminded, that this Addre!s contains 
much new matter relative to an interesting period of our frontier history, especially 
pertaining to the British and Indian forays having their origin and stimulus at De­
troit, the headquarters of British influence in the North-West during the border 
warfare of the Revolution. 
0 19 IZed b 
L. C. D. 
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THE NORTH-WEST DURING THE REVOLUTION.
"The North-West" has had, in our history, no fixed locality.
It has been constantly receding from the Atlantic coast with each
t advancing wave of the great tide of emigration, and has in suc-
cession crossed the Alleghanies,—passed beyond the Great Lakes
—the Mississippi—the desert plains of the West—and the
Rocky Mountains; and its onward march has only been stayed
by the waters of the Pacific.
But the North-West of which I shall speak, has a well defined
locality and fixed boundaries. It comprises the region encom-
passed by the Ohio, the Mississippi and the Great Lakes, and
embraces the territory now occupied by the five great States of
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin, with a popula-
tion of over nine millions, and rich with the productions of human
industry and human art.
No other section of the Union of the same area, comprises so
many advantages, or is capable of sustaining so dense a popula-
tion. With scenery of great and diversified beauty, a climate
varied and delightful, a soil of surpassing richness and fertility,
sustaining a wealth of timber that the energies of man cannot
destroy for generations to come, with exhaustless mines of lead,
iron, coal, copper and salt, and traversed and environed by noble
rivers and Great Lakes, the equal of which are not to be found up-
on the face of the earth, it is not surprising that its growth in
population and wealth is without a parallel in the history of the
world.
At the commencement of the American Revolution, there was
not a settlement of English origin within this whole territory, and
its entire population, other than Indians, did not probably exceed
five thousand.
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THE NORTH-WEST DURING THE REVOLUTION. 
"The North-West " has had, in our history, no fixed locality. 
It has been constantly receding from the Atlantic coast with each 
advancing wave of the great tide of emigration , and has in suc­
cession crossed the Alleghanies,-passed beyond the Great Lakes 
-the Mississippi-the desert plains of the West-and the 
Rocky Mountains; and its onward march has only been stayed 
by the waters of the Pacific. 
But the North-West of which I shall speak, has a well defined 
locality and fixed. boundaries. It comprises the region encom­
passed by the Ohio, the Mississippi and the Great Lakes, and 
embraces the territory now occupied by the five great States of 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin, with a popula­
tion of over nine millions, and rich with the productions of human 
industry and human art. 
No other section of the Union of the same area, comprises so 
many advantagea, or is capable of sustaining so dense a popula­
tion. With scenery of great and diversified beauty, a climate 
varied and delightful, a soil of surpassing richness and fertility, 
sustaining a wealth of timber that the energies of man cannot 
destroy for generations to come, with exhaustless mines· of lead, 
iron, coal, copper and salt, and traversed and environed by noble 
rivers and Great Lakes, the equal of which are not to be found up­
on the face of the earth, it is not surprising that its growth in 
population and wealth is without a parallel in the history of the 
world. 
At the commencement of the American Revolution, there was 
not a settlement of English origin within this whole territory, and 
its entire population, other than Indians, did not probably exceed 
five thousand. 
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6From the time the flag of Great Britain was raised at James-
town, in 1607, and that of France had been unfurled from the
heights of Quebec the following year, for a century and a half,
the mighty struggle had been going on between these two great
nations for the dominion of a continent. The combatants were
worthy, and the prize well worth, the combat. That contest was
determined by the victory of Wolfe, upon the plains of Abra-
ham, on the 17th day of September, 1759; and by^ the treaty of
Paris, of 1763, France ceded to Great Britain her American do-
minions from the Gulf of St. Lawrence to the Mississippi.
Previous to this period some of the English colonies had laid
claims, and sometimes conflicting claims, to portions of the ter-
ritory of which we speak, but they had in fact exercised no juris-
diction over it. The whole territory was in the occupation of
France, and in her grand design of hemming in the English col-
onies and connecting Canada with Louisiana, she had dotted it
with trading posts, missionary stations, settlements and forts.
THE NORTH-WEST IN 1768.
To understand this period of history, it is essential that we
• obtain a clear idea of the settlements and forts existing at the
time of this conquest, their locality, strength and character.
Detroit was founded in 1701, and a fort, called Ponchertrain,
erected upon the high bank of the river. This had long since
gone to decay. The town proper occupied only about three
acres, and was enclosed by pickets, variously stated to be from
fifteen to tw-enty-five feet high, and pierced by four gates defend-
ed by block houses and guns. There were, within the pickets,
from 80 to 100 dwellings, all of logs, except the house of the
Governor or Commandant, and the enclosure contained a popu-
lation of about six hundred. The settlement extended from the
fort up and down the river on both sides about eight miles, and
when Major Rogers took possession for the British Government,
in November, 1760, he estimated the entire population of town
and settlement, at about 2,500, of which number 500 were capa-
ble of bearing arms. They were all French. Their farms were
all narrow and deep, with a frontage on the river, so that the
houses were .near together. They were kept neatly whitewash-
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From the time the flag of Great Britain was raised at James­
town, in 1607, and that of France had been unfurled from the 
heights of Quebec the following year, for a century and a half, 
the mighty struggle had been going on between these two great 
nations for the dominion of a continent. The combatants were 
worthy, and the prize well worth, the combat. That contest was 
determined by the victory of WOLFE, upon the plains of Abra­
ham, on the 17th day of September, 1759; and b� the treaty of 
Paris, of 1763, France ceded to Great Britain her American do­
minions from the Gulf of St. Lawrence to the Mississippi. 
Previous to this period some of the English colonies had laid 
claims, and &<>metimes conflicting claims, to portions of the ter­
ritory of which we speak, but they had in fact exercised no juris­
diction over it. The whole territory was in the occupation of 
France, and in her grand design of hemming in the English col­
onies and connecting Canada with Louisiana, she had dotted it 
with trading posts, missionary stations, settlements and forts. 
THB NORTH-WEST IN 1768. 
'To understand this period of history, it is essential that we 
.obtain. a clear idea of the settlements and forts existing at the 
.time .of this conquest, their locality, strength and character . 
. DetJJoit was founded in 1701, and a fort, called Ponchertrain, 
. erected upon the high bank of the river. This had long since 
,gone ia decay. The town proper occupied only about three 
acres, and was enclosed by pickets, variously stated to be from 
.fifteen to twenty-five feet high, and pierced by four gates defend­
. ed by black houses and guns. There were, within the pickets, 
from 80 to '1'00 dwellings, all of logs, except the house of the 
·Governor·or Commandant, and the enclosure contained a popu­
lation of about "Six hundred. The settlement extended from the 
fort up and down the river on both sides about eight miles, and 
when Major ROGERS took possession for the British Government, 
in November, 1760, he estimated the entire population of town 
and settlement, at about 2,500, of which number 500 were capa­
ble of bearing arms. They were all French. Their farms were 
all narrow and tleep, with a frontage on the river, so that the 
houses were near together. They were kept neatly whitewash-
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7ed, and presented, especially from the water, a very picturesque
appearance. The great importance of this point sprang from its
position, which enabled it to command largely Indian trade and
influence.
At Mackinaw, Father Marquette established a mission as early
as 1671. A fort was erected on the point of the lower peninsula
in 1686. There was at this time, within the pickets, about 30
families, and as many more without, numbering, perhaps, a pop-
ulation of about 400. This too, was an important point with
reference to the Indian trade.
Sault St. Mary had been visited by missionaries as early as
1641, and a permanent mission was established in 1668, but it
was now a very insignificant military post, surrounded by a
small cluster of French houses.
Green Hay was occupied as a missionary station in 1669. At
this period it had a small stockade fort, and probably not to ex-
ceed 50 inhabitants besides soldiers and their families.
Fort /St. Joseph was a small stockade near the mouth of the
river St. Joseph, and, like the others, had around it a small clus-
ter of French settlers and traders.
The same may be said of Fort Miami, (Fort Wayne).
Fort Sandusky was not a permanent post, and had no settle-
ment around it.
SETTLEMENTS UPON THE WABASH.
The two principal settlements on the Wabash, were Vincen-
nes—then called Fort St. Vincent, and Waw-ca-ta-non, near La-
fayette. According to Croghan, there were at Vincennes in
1765, about 80 or 90 French families, and at Waw-ca-ta-non, 14
families living within the Fort, and there were doubtless some
small intervening settlements.
These settlements on the Wabash were commenced probably,
as early as 1710-11, and seem at one time to have been rich in
agricultural productions, which found a market down the Missis-
sippi.
SETTLEMENTS IN ILLINOIS.
The largest settlements in the North-West, were those of Illi-
nois, of which Kaskaskia was the oldest and the principal. In
1766 it had 65 permanent families.
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ed, and presented, especially from the water, a very picturesque 
appearance. The great i mportance of. this point sprang from its 
position, which enabled it to command largely Indian trade a nd 
influence. 
At Mackinaw, Father MARQUETTE established a mission as early 
as 1671. A fort was erected on the point o f  the lower peninsula 
in 1686. There was at this time, within the pickets, about 30 
families, and as many more without, numbering, pe!h aps, a pop­
ulation of about 400. This too, was an important point with 
reference to the Indian trade. 
Sault St. Mary had been visited by missionaries a s  e arly a s  
1641, and a permanent mission was established in 1 668, but i t  
was· now a very insignificant military post, surrounded by a 
small cluster of Frenc h houses. 
Gree n Bay was occupied as a missionary s tation i n  1 669. At 
this period it had a small stockade fort, and probably n ot t o  ex­
c ee d 50 in hab ita n ts besi d es s oldie rs a nd t heir fam ilies .  
For e  St. Joseph w as  a sma ll stockade ne a r  t he mo u th o f  t he 
r iv er  St. Joseph, an d, like th e  other s, ha d  a roun d i t  a sma ll clus­
ter o f  Fr enc h se t lers an d  tra ders. 
The same ma y be said of Fort Miami, (Fort Wayne ). Fort San dusky was not a permanent post., and had no settle­
men t aroun d it. 
SETTLEMENTS UPON THE WABASH, 
The two pri n cipa l set tlement s on the Wabas h, were Vincen­
nes-then called Fort St. Vincen t, an d Waw-ca-ta-non, near La­fayette . According t o CROGHAN, there were a t Vincennes in 1765, about 80 or 90 French families, and a t  Waw-ca- ta-non, 1 4  families living within the Fort, and there were doubt less som e  
small inter vening set tlements. 
These settlements on the Wabash were commenced probab ly, 
as earl y as 1710-11, a nd s ee m  at on e ti m e to have be e n rich in 
agri cultural production s, which found a mark et do w n  the Missis­
sippi. 
SETTLEMENTS IN ILLINOIS. 
The largest settlements in the North-West , were those of Illi­no is, of which Kaskaski a w as the oldest an d the principal. In 
1766 it h ad 65 permanent families. 
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8There were besides, Cahokia with 45 families; St. Philip with
16 families; Prairie-du-Rocher with 12 families; Fort Chartres
with 40 families. This fort was erected at great expense by the
French in 1720, re-built in 1756, and was for along time the seat
of government of the country of Illinois; but this fort was un-
dermined by the river about 1772, and was abandoned. There
was also a fort at Kaskaskia, upon a rock on the other side of
the river from the village.
There were agricultural settlements in the vicinity of these
places, and the entire white population in Illinois was probably
about 3,000. There were also many slaves in the country; one
farm kept eighty.
These were all the settlements existing in the North-West, at
the Treaty of Paris in 1763, and the entire white population did
not exceed 10,000, and was exclusively of French origin, and of
the Roman Catholic religion.
If we were to trust to contemporaneous English accounts, we
should find the inhabitants not only a very worthless people, but
positively ?mworthy. Thus, Col. George Croghan, deputy of
Sir Wm, Johnson, who visited these settlements in 1765, says of
the inhabitants of Vincennes, that "they are an idle, lazy peo-
ple, a parcel of renegades from Canada, and are much worse than
the Indians;" and of those of Detroit, " they are generally poor
wretches, a lazy, idle people, depending chiefly on the savages
for subsistence,"—" whose manners and customs they have en-
tirely adopted."
That this description was applicable to many of the voyageurs
and courriers de bois, as seen about the towns, is undoubtedly
true; but as a description of the inhabitants generally, it is most
unjust.
There were two distinct classes of these habitans, both, how-
ever, having the same general and national characteristics. One
was the class of active, intelligent, gentlemanly traders and far-
mers; many of them of respectable, and some of noble, birth and
connections. The other class were the voyageurs, courriers de
bois and peasants. Here, side by side, these two classes planted
their residences, and lived in perfect harmony; yet each in his
own sphere—each contented with his place.
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There were besides, Cahokia with 45 families; St. Philip with 
16 families ; Prairie-du-Rocher with 12 families ; Fort Chartres 
with 40 families. This fort was erected at great expense by the 
French in 1720, re-built in 1756, and was for a long time the seat 
of go¥ernment of the country of Illinois; but this fort was un­
dermined by the river about 1772, and was abandoned. There 
was also a fort at Kaskaskia, upon a rock on the other side of 
the riYer from the village. 
There were agricultural settlements in the vicinity of these 
places, and the entire white population in Illinois was probably 
about 3,000. There were also many slaves in the country; one 
farm kept eighty. 
These were all the settlements existing in the North-West, at 
the Treaty of Paris in 1763, and the entire white population did 
not exceed 10,000, and was exclusively of French origin, and of 
the Roman Catholic religion. 
If we were to trust to contemporaneous English accounts, we 
should find the inhabitants not only a very worthless people, but 
positively unworthy. Thus, Col. GEORGE CROGHAN, deputy of 
Sir 'V)L JOHNSON, who visited these settlements in 1765, says of 
the inhiibitants of Vincennes, that " they are an idl�, lazy peo­
ple, a parcel of renegades from Canada, and are much worse than 
the Indians ;" and of those of Detroit, " they are generally poor 
wretches, a lazy, idle people, depending chiefly on the savages 
for subsistence,"-" whose manners and customs they have en­
tirely adopted."  
That this description was applicable to  many of the voyaget1.rs 
and coW'1'1:ers de bois, as seen about the towns, is undoubtedly 
true; but as a description of the inhabitants generally, it is most 
unjust. 
There were two distinct classes of these habitam, both, how­
ever, ha,·ing the same general and national characteristicfl. One 
was the class of active, intelligent, gentlemanly traders a.nd far­
mers ; many of them of respectable, and some of noble, birth and 
connections. The other class were the voyageurs, courriers de 
bois and peasants. Here, side by side, these two classes planted 
their residences, and lived in· perfect harmony; yet each in his 
own sphere-each contented with his place. 
• 
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9The voyageur and peasant indulged in no dreams of the equal-
ity of man, and ambition never embittered his heart, while the
gentleman, jealous of no encroachment, was the indulgent and
kind-hearted employer and patron. On the banks of these west-
ern rivers they built their simple, cheerful homes, and surround-
ed them with fruits and flowers. They were a light-hearted, gay
people, full of vivacity and graceful hilarity; honest among them-
selves, generous and hospitable. Surrounded by danger, they
were of undoubted courage, but when the pressure of a present
peril was passed, their habitual gayety returned. No memory of
the past or fear of the future was permitted to mar the happiness
of the present hour. Sorrow and suffering were soon forgotten,
'and privations laughed at, or cheerfully endured. Simple and
frugal in their habits, contented with their lot, they renewed in
the forest recesses of the New World the life of the Old. They
were free from ambition and its cares, and without high aims.
While the}- enjoyed much personal license, they had no concep-
tion of municipal freedom and of self government—of liberty reg-
ulated by law, originating from the will of the governed them-
selves. They received with equal and unquestioning submissive-
ness their law from the King and his subordinates, and their reli-
gion from tlieir priests.
Of such, great nations are not made; and one can but reflect,
what this mighty North-West would have been to-day had it con_
tinued French and Catholic, and what a change was wrought in
its destiny by the victory of Wolfe, upon the plains of Abraham.
By a proclamation of George the Third, of October 7th,
1763, the Government of Quebec was established for the Can-
adas, but this distant region was not included within its boun-
daries, and until the passage of the famous Quebec Act, in
Parliament in 1774, it was without a civil government, and ex-
clusively under military control. Magistrates derived both
their appointment and their powers solely from the military
commandants, and soldiers were the only executive officers of
the law. Mutual distrust and dislike existed between the peo-
ple and the British officers placed over them, and this was
greatly increased by the Pontiac War, in which many of the in-
habitants sympathized with the savages in their attack upon
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The voyageur anq peasant i ndulged  in no dreams of the equal­
ity of man, and ambition never e mbittered his heart, while t he 
gentleman, jealous of no encroachment, was t he indulgent and 
kind-hearted employer and patron. On the banks o f  these west­
ern rivers they built their s imple, cheerful homes, and surround­
ed them with fruits and flowers. They were a light-hearted, g ay 
people, full of vivacity and graceful hilarity; honest among them­
selves, generous and hospitable. Surrounded by d anger, t hey 
were of undoubted courage, but when the pressure o f  a present 
peril was passed, tpeir habitual gayety r eturned. No memory o f  
the past or fear of the future was permitted to mar t he happiness 
of the present hour. Sorrow and suffer ing were s oon forgotten, 
and privations laug h ed at, or cheerfully endured. Simple a nd 
frugal in their habits, contented with the ir lot, they r enewed in 
the forest recesses of the New World the l ife o f  t he Old. They 
were free from ambition and its cares, · a nd witho ut high a ims. 
"\Yhile they enjoyed much personal license, they ha d no c on cep­
tion of m u n ic ipal freedom a n d  o f  s elf gove rn me nt-o f liberty reg­
u la te d  by la uJ , origin ating fro m  
t
he will of the go vern e d  them­
s elv e s. They received w ith eq ual and unque st ion ing submissive­
ness th e ir  la w  from the King a nd h i s su bord inat es, a nd t hei r r eli­gion fr om the ir priests. Of suc h, grea t nati ons are not mad e; and one can but reflect, 
w ha t this mighty North-West would have been t o- day had i t  con_ 
tin ued French and Catholic, and wha t a change was w rou ght in its destiny by the vic tory of WoLFE, upon the plains o
f Abraham. 
By a pro
clamat
ion o
f GEORGE TH E  Tnrn n, uf October 7th, 
1763, the Go vernmen t of Quebe c was established for the Can­adas ,  but t his distant regio n was not includ ed w ithin its bo un­
da
r
ies
, 
and· until the passage of the famous Quebec Ac t, i n  
Parlia
m
en
t in 1774, it was without a civil gove
rnm
en
t
, 
an
d 
e
x­
clus
ively 
un
d
er 
m ilitary control. Mag ist rates deriv ed bo th 
their a ppointment an
d their powe rs sole ly from the military co mm andants, and soldiers were the on ly exec utive offi c e r s  of 
the law. Mu tu al di
str ust and disli ke e xisted betw e e n the p eo� 
pl e and the British officers placed o ver the m, a n d this w a s 
greatly increa sed by t he  Pontiac War, i n w hich m any of the in­habitan
t
s sympathized with the savag es in their attack upon 
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the English power. The result was, that a very large emigra-
tion took place, especially from the Illinois settlements, to the
western side of the Mississippi River, and to Louisiana.
The treaty of peace and cession was signed at Paris in March,
1763. On the 27th of September of the same year, Neyojj-de
Villieks, French commandant of Illinois, dispatched couriers
from Fort Chartres with a written invitation addressed to
"Mr's les habitans du Detroit," cordially inviting such as chose
to emigrate to St. Genevieve, Arkansas or New Orleans, and
pledging his protection and assistance to such as should go.*
In 1764 Laclede founded St. Louis, and persuaded thither
many emigrants from Illinois, and some from Detroit. Kaskas-
kia, which under French rule, had at one time numbered 1,500
or 2,000 inhabitants, was reduced to a population of less than
500. Detroit, which had probably numbered more than 600
inhabitants in 1763, had but about 300 at the commencement of
the Revolution. The whole Detroit settlement did not then ex-
ceed 700 or 800, in the place of 2,500, as estimated by Rogers
in 1760.
The emigration of original British subjects to the Canadas,
after the conquest, had been very limited. In 1770 there were
less than 400 Protestant men in the whole new dominion. In
Detroit, in 1778, there were 30 Scotchmen, 15 Irishmen and 2
Englishmen, mostly traders, and without families.f No new
settlements had been formed, and I am satisfied, that at the com-
mencement of the Revolution, exclusive of officers and soldiers
and their families, the entire white population of the North
West did not exceed 5,000 souls.
By the Quebec Act of 1774, the North West became a part of
the Province of Quebec, and was brought nominally under civil
government.
While this act was under discussion, Sir Guy Carleton, who
was then Governor of Canada, and had been since 1768, was
called as a witness before the House. His examination is full of
curious interest. He is asked whether Detroit and Michigan
were under the government. He replies, "Detroit is not under
* The original letter was a few years since in the possession of the well known anti-
quary, the late James Viger, Esq., of Montreal, who furnished me with a copy.
t Judge Mat's statement as taken down by his son in-law, Mr. Fkazer. Judge Mat
came to Detroit in 1778.
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
8:
29
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/h
vd
.h
x4
l9
w
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n,
 G
oo
gl
e-
di
gi
tiz
ed
  /
  h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
-g
oo
gl
e
10 
the English power. The result was, that a. very large emigra­
tion took place, especially from the Illinois settlements, to the 
western side of the Mississippi River, and to Louisiana. 
The treaty of peace and cession was signed at Paris in March, 
1763. On the 27th of September of the same year, NEYON-DE 
v :!LLIERS, French commandant of Illinois, dispatched couriers 
from Fort Chartres with a written invitation addressed to 
" Mr's les habitans du Detroit," cordially inviting such as chose 
to emigrate to St. Genevieve, Arkansas or New Orleans, and 
pledging his protection and assistance to such as should go.* 
In 1764: LACLEDE founded St. Louis, and persuaded thither 
many emigrants from Illinois, and some from Detroit. Kaskas­
kia, which under French rule, had at one time numbered 1,500 
or 2,000 inhabitants, was reduced to a population of less than 
5(10. Detroit, which had probably numbered more than 600 
inhabitants in 1763, had but about 300 at the commencement of 
the Revolution. The whole Detroit settlement did not then ex­
ceed 700 or 800, in the place of 2,500, as estimated by RoGERS 
in 1760. 
The emigration of original British subjects to the Canadas, 
after the conquest, had been very limited. In 1770 there were 
less than 400 Protestant men in the whole new dominion. In 
Detroit, in 1778, there were 30 Scotchmen, 15 Irishmen and 2 
Englishmen, mostly traders,. and without families. t No new 
settlements had been formed, and I am satisfied, that at the com­
mencement of the Revolution, exclusive of officers and soldiers 
and their families, the entire white population of the North 
West did not exceed 5,000 souls. 
By the Quebec Act of 177 4:, the North West became a part of 
the Province of Quebec, and was brought nominally under civil 
government. 
While this act was under discussion, Sir Guy CARLETON, who 
was then Governor of Canada, and had been since 1768, was 
called as a witness before the House. His examination is full of 
curious interest. He is asked whether Detroit and Michigan 
were under the government. He replies, " Detroit is not under 
•The original letter wae a rew yeaI'I! �Ince In the poBsesalon or the well known anti· 
qnary, the late JA11ES VIGER, Esq., of Montreal, who fnmlehed me with a copy. 
· tJndge MAY's etatement ae t!lken down by hi! eon in-law, Mr. FRAZER. Judge MAY 
came to Detro�t In 1778. 
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the government; Michigan is." He was asked, "Do you look
upon Illinois as a part of old Canada?" He replies, "I believe
so. New Orleans was under the government of Quebec, but
where the precise district ends, I really do not know;" and he
confesses that he has no idea of the distance that Illinois is from
Quebec.
In connection with this specimen of official ignorance, it may
not be uninteresting to give a specimen of description and pre-
diction of a later period. Detroit and its dependencies, includ-
ing Wisconsin, remained in the possession of Great Britain
until after Jay's Treaty of 1794. In 1791, when the act divid-
ing Quebec into Upper and Lower Canada was under discussion
in Parliament, a leading merchant of Quebec, Mr. Lynebvjrner,
was heard in opposition to the act. He contended that " Niagara
was the utmost extent westward of the cultivable part of the
province;" that while it was true that there was a small settle-
ment at Detroit, and it was of great importance as a post for the
Indian trade, it could never become of great importance as a
settlement;" that the falls of Niagara presented a barrier to the
transportation of produce, which " must greatly impede the pro-
gress of settlement and cultivation for ages to come"*
THE REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD.
Under this Quebec act, Col. Henry Hamilton, formerly a
Captain in the loth regiment, was appointed by Gov. Carleton,
in 1775, Lieut.-Governor, and Superintendent of Detroit and its
dependencies, including the entire North-West. He had doubt,
less been selected, because of his capacity, energy and zeal, and
and with reference to the impending difficulties between the Col-
onies and the Mother Country. Henceforth, and during the
entire Revolution, Detroit became the center of British power
in the North-West. The relentless and cruel Indian warfare,
that was carried on against the border settlements of Pennsyl-
vania, Virginia and Kentucky, received its inspiration and direc-
tion from this point. The Indian power of the North-West was
at this period fearfully great. It was mainly under the control
of British influence and British gold, and it was used without
*3mith"s Canada, 1 vol., p. 81.
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the government; Michigan is." He was asked, " Do you look 
upon Ill�nois as a part of old Canada?" He replies, " I believe 
so. New Orleans was under the government of Quebec, but 
where the precise district ends, I really do not know;" and he 
confesses that he has no idea of the distance that Illinois is from 
Quebec. 
In connection with this specimen of official ignorance, it may 
not be uninteresting to give a specimen of description and pre­
diction of a later period. Detroit and its dependencies, includ­
ing Wisconsin, remained in the possession of Great Britain 
until after JAY'S Treaty of 1794. In 1791, when the act divid­
ing Quebec into Upper and Lower Canada was under discussion 
in Parliament, a leading merchant of Quebec, Mr. LYNEBURNER, 
was heard in opposition to the act. He cont.ended that " Niagara 
was the utmost extent westward of the cultivcible part of the 
province;" that while it was true that there was a small settle­
ment at Detroit, and it was of great importance as a post for the 
Indian trade, it could never become of great importance a,s a 
settlement j'' that the falls of Niagara presented a barrier to the 
transportation of produce, which" must greatly impede the pro­
gress of settlement and cultivation/or ages to come."* 
THE REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD. 
Under this Quebec act, Col. HENRY HAMILTON, formerly a 
Captain in the 15th regiment, was appointed by Gov. CARLETON, 
in 1775, Lieut.-Governor, and Superintendent of Detroit and its 
dependencies, including the entire North-West. He had doubt. 
less been selected, because of his capacity, energy and zeal, and 
and with reference to the impending difficulties between the Col­
onies and the Mother Country. Henceforth, and during the 
entire Revolution, Detroit became the center of British power 
in the North-West. The relentless and cruel Indian warfare, 
thl1t was carried on against the border settlements of Pennsyl-
. vania, Virginia and Kentucky, received its inspiration and direc­
tion from this point. The Indian power of the North-West was 
at this periodfearfully great. It was mainly under the control 
of British influence and British gold-, and it was used without 
"3mith'e Canada, 1 vol., p. Bl. 
Dig IZed b 
Original from 
HARVARD UN IV ERSI TY 
12
scruple to harrass, cripple and destroy the struggling Colonies
and in its cruel ferocity it spared neither sex, infancy or age.
In 1763, Sir Wm, Johnson, than whom there is no better au-
thority, makes the following estimate of the number of the In-
dian warriors of the North-West:
Wyandotts 450, at Detroit and Sandusky.
Pottawatamies 350, at Detroit and St. Joseph.
Ottawas and Chippewas 1350, at Detroit and Mackinaw.
This does not include the Illinois Indians, of whose numbers
he gives no estimate.
The use made of this power, supported by British gold and
wielded by British skill, we shall have occasion to notice.
Under Governor Hamilton were various subordinates at the
different stations. Thus Captain (afterwards Major) Arent
Schuylek Db Pbyster—an honored name—a native of New
York, was in command at Mackinaw from 1774 until 1779, when,
on Hamilton's capture, he succeeded him at Detroit.
Sr. De Rocheblave, who had been a Lieutenant of Marines
in the French service in Illinois as early as 1760,* was Governor
of Kaskaskia, and its dependencies; and a Mr. Abbott, an Irish
civilian of Detroit, was Governor of Vincennes. Although civil
government was nominally established, justice was administered
very much as under the preceding military regime. Thus Gov-
ernor Hamilton acted as magistrate, and took cognizance of all
civil cases under £10, York currency. An orderly-sergeant
acted as constable. No process was issued, but the orderly com-
manded the debtor to appear, when a hearing was summarily
had; and if the case was found against the debtor, he was or-
dered to pay the claim; and if he could, yet refused, he was
sent to the guard-house until he did.
Judge May gives a curious instance of this summary justice:
* Original order in possession of the late James Yigeb, Esq., who furnished me a copy'
Sacs, Foxes and Menomonees
Menomonees, Kickapoos and Piankashaus
Shawnees
Delawares ,
it
4000, elsewhere.
] 170, west of Green Bay.
800, on the Wabash.
300, Sciota Valley.
600, Muskingum Valley.
8990, in all.
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scruple to harrass, cripple and destroy the struggling Colonies ' 
and in its cruel ferocity it spared neither sex, infancy or age. 
In 1763, Sir WM. JOHNSON, than whom there is no better au­
thority, makes the following estimate of the number of the In­
dian warriors of the North-West : 
Wyandotts . • . . .  , •• • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • . . • . . • • • • 450, at Detroit and Sandusky. 
Pottawatamies............................. 350, at Detroit and St. Joseph. 
Ottawas and Chippewas . • . • • . • . . . • • •• ; • • . • • . 1850, at Detroit and Mackinaw. 
" " . • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • . • • • •  4000, elsewhere. 
Sacs, Foxes and Menomonees.. • • • . • • • . • • • • • • • J 170, west of Green Bay. 
Menomonein, Kickapoos and Piankashaus....... 800, on the Wabash. 
Shawnees . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 300, Sciota Valley. 
Delawares . . . . • , . .- . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 600, Muskingum Valley. 
_ 8990, in all. 
This does not include the Illinois Indians, of whose numbers 
he gives no estimate. 
The use made of this power, supported by British gold and 
wielded by British skill, we shall have occasion to notice. 
Under Governor HAlULTON were various subordinates at the 
different stations. Thus Captain (afterwards Major) ARENT 
SCHUYLER DE PEYSTER-an honored name-a native of New 
York, was in command at Mackinaw from 1774 until 1779, when, 
on HAlULTON's capture, he succeeded him at Detroit. 
Sr. DE RocHEBLAVE, who· had been a Lieutenant of Marines 
in the French service in Illinois as early as 1760, * was Governor 
of Kaskaskia, and its dependencies; and a Mr. ABBOTI, an Irish 
civilian of Detroit, w.as Governor of Vincennes. Although civil 
government was nominally established, justice was administered 
very much as under the preceding military regime. Thus Gov­
ernor HAMILTON acted as magistrate, and took cognizance of all 
civil cases under £10, York currency. An orderly-sergeant 
acted as constable. No pro9ess was issued, but the orderly com­
manded the debtor to appear, when a hearing was summarily 
had; and if the case was found against the debtor, he was or­
dered to pay the claim; and if he could, yet refused, he was 
sent to the guard-house until he did. 
Judge MAY gives a curious instance of this summary justice : 
•Original order In possession or the late J.un:s VmBa, Eaq., who fumlehed me a c1py' 
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"One Grauchin owed me a debt. I complained to Governor
Hamilton, who sent for him. He came, and being asked if he
had anything to say against the debt, he said no. He then or-
dered him to give me an old negro wench in payment, and she
served me twenty-five years."*
Criminal justice was administered by a Justice of the Govern-
or's appointment, and a jury, which was provided for in criminal
cases by the Quebec act; and the sentence of death was more
than once inflicted for theft and other like offenses.
A contemporary record shows what was in fact three trials
before a jury at one time, and disposed of by one verdict. A
Frenchman was found guilty of stealing some furs of Messrs.
Abbott & Finchley; and Ann Wyley, a former slave, of steal-
ing a purse containing six guineas, from the same firm; and the
two were tried for attempting to set fire to the house of the same
firm; but the jury found the proof on this point not sufficient,
though as they said, "the circumstances were very much against
them." Philip Dejean, the Justice, of whom we shall hereaf-
ter hear more, sentenced them to "be hanged upon the King's do-
main or public common, and they were hanged accordingly, f
No sooner had the war commenced, than efforts were made to
enlist both the whites and the Indians of the North-West, against
the Colonies.
In the fall of 1775, Dr. John Conolly, of Pittsburgh, after
visiting Gen. Gage at Boston, was appointed by Gov. Dunmore,
of Virginia, to proceed to Detroit and enlist a regiment of Ca-
nadians there and elsewhere, which was to rendezvous there, and
which he was to command, and also a force of Indians; and to
return to Virginia with the force thus raised, and join Gov. Dun-
more. He and two traveling companions were arrested in Mary-
land, while on their way, and his papers, carefully concealed in
his saddle, revealed the plot.
The importance of Detroit to the British interest, and the de-
sirableness of capturing this center and stronghold of British
power in the North-West, became apparent to Gen. Washington
and to Congress, at an early day in the fearful struggle, and it
*Judge Mat's statement.
t Dejean was Secretary of the; Governor, and was nnderstood to be his willing in-
strument. This act brought down upon him the censure of the Government officials at
Quebec.
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" One GRAUCHIN owed me a debt. I complained to Governor 
HAMILTON, who sent for him. He came, and being asked if he 
had anything to say against the debt, he said no. He then or-
dered him to give me an old negro wench in payment, and she • 
served me twenty-five years. "* 
Criminal justice was administered by a Justice of the Govern­
or's appointment, and a jury, which was provided for in criminal 
cases by the Quebec act; and the sentence of death was more 
than once inflicted for theft and other like offenses. 
A contemporary record shows what was in fact three trials 
before a jury at one time, and disposed of by one verdict. A 
Frenchman was found guilty of stealing some furs of Messrs. 
ABBOTT & FINCHLEY; and ANN WYLEY, a former slave, of steal­
ing a purse containing six guineas, from the same firm ; and the 
two were tried for attempting to set fire to the house of the same 
firm; but tbe jury found the proof on this point not sufficient, 
though as they said, " the circumstances were very much against 
them." PHILIP DEJEAN, the Justice, of whom we shall hereaf­
ter hear more, sentence<l them to be hanged upon the King's do­
main or public common, and they were hanged accordingly. t 
No sooner had the war commenced, than efforts were made to 
enlist both the whites and the Indians of the North-West, against 
the Coloriies. 
In the fall of 1775, Dr. JOHN CONOLLY, of Pittsburgh, after 
visiting Gen. GAGE at Boston, was appointed by Gov. DUNMORE, 
of Virginia, to proceed fo Detroit and enlist a regiment of Ca­
nadians there and elsewhere, which was to rendezvous there, and 
which he was ·to command, and also a force of Indians; and to 
return to Virginia with the force thus raised, and join Gov. DuN­
MORE. He and two traveling companions were arrested in Mary· 
land, while on their way, and his papers, carefully concealed in 
his saddle, revealed the plot. 
'The importance of Detroit to the British interest, and the de­
sirableness of capturing this center and stronghold of British 
power in the North-West, became apparent to Gen. WASHING TON 
and to Congress, at an early day in the fearful struggle, and it 
•Judge MAT'S ttatement. 
't DEJEAN was Secretary of the; Gonmor, and was 11nderstood to be hi• wllllnir in· 
strument. Thlaact brought down upon blm the censure of the Governmeni oftlclall at Quebec. 
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was never for a moment lost sight of, although eifective efforts
for the accomplishment of this purpose were deferred from time
to time from sheer necessity—the utter want of men and means.
As early as April, 1776, the committee on Indian Affairs were in-
structed to enquire as to the possibility of taking Detroit.
Early in this year, Capt. De Peyster, commanding at Macki-
naw, by his persuasions, enlisted in the British service Capt.
Charles De Langlade, of Green Bay, a gentleman of exten-
sive influence among the Indians, and who had distinguished
himself as a French officer in the war with Great Britain, which
resulted in the conquest of Canada. He soon raised a large force
of Indians from the several nations of the North-West, and to-
gether with some Canadian volunteers, proceeded with them to
the neighborhood of Montreal, there to render aid to the King's
forces in attacking the rebels, and defending Lower Canada
against them. These forces rendezvoused at Mackinaw, and the
orders for their marching thence were issued on the day of the
Declaration of Independence, July 4,1776. Capt. De Langlade
is charged with the duty on the way of " annoying the rebels
wherever you meet with them."* This force received a most
cordial reception at Montreal, where on its arrival a grand coun-
cil was held, at which an ox was roasted whole, and served up to
the Indians; and subsequently they rendered valuable service in
the cause of the crown.
The audacity of the American rebellion against the mighty
power of Great Britain stung to the quick the sensitive and
haughty pride of her ruling statesmen, and aroused to bitterness
and unrelenting hate the narrow, obstinate mind of the King;
and the subsequent Declaration of Independence produced a de-
gree of exasperation, which it is difficult for us to fully appreci-
ate. Under the influence of these feelings, the British King
and Ministry resolved (in the language of Secretary Germaine)
"that every means should be employed that Providence had put
in his Majesty's hands for crushing the rebellion." Every possi-
ble effort was to be employed, and was employed, not only to
enlist the Indians in legitimate warfare against the Colonies, but
to turn loose upon peaceable settlements, upon unarmed men and
* Copies of orders of Capt. De Peysteb in the collections of the Michigan Historical
Society, p. 17.
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was never for a moment lost sight of, although effective efforts 
for the accomplishment of this purpose were deferred from time 
to time from sheer necessity-the utter want of men and means. 
As early as April, 1776, the committee on Indian Affairs were in­
structed to enquire as to the possibility of taking Detroit. 
Early in this year, Capt. DEPEYSTER, commanding at Macki­
naw, by his persuasions, enlisted in the British service Capt. 
CHARLES DE LANGLADE, of Green Bay, a gentleman of exten­
sive influence among the Indians, and who had distinguished 
himself as a French officer in the war with Great Britain, which 
resulted in the conquest of Canada. He soon raised a large force 
of Indians from the several nations of the North-West, and to­
gether with some Canadian volunteers, proceeded with them to 
the neighborhood of Montreal, there to render aid to the King's 
forces in attacking the rebels, and defending Lower Canada 
against them. These forces rendezvoused at Mackinaw, and the 
orders for their marching thence were issued on the day of the 
Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776. Capt. DE LANGLADE 
is charged with the duty on the way of" annoying the rebels 
wherever you meet with them."* This force received a most 
cordial reception at Montreal, where on its arrival a grand coun­
cil was held, at which an ox was roasted whole, and served up to 
the Indians; and subsequently they rendered valuable service in 
the cause of the crown. 
The audacity of the American rebellion against the mighty 
power of Great Britain stung to the quick the sensitive and 
haughty pride of her ruling statesmen, and aroused to bitterness 
and unrelenting hate the narrow, obstinate mind of the King; 
and the subsequent Declaration of Independence produced a de­
gree of exasperation, which it is difficult for us to fully appreci-
! ate. Under the influence of these feelings, the British King 
and Ministry resolved (in the language of Secretary GERMAINE) 
" that every means should be employed that Providence had put 
,.... in his Majesty's hands for crushing the rebellion." Every possi­
ble effort was to be employed, and was employed, not only to 
enlist the Indians in legitimate warfare against the Colonies, but 
to turn loose upon peaceable settlements, upon unarmed men and 
• Oopfe1 of ordera of Capt. DB PBYBTBB In �· collections of the Michigan Biltorical Bocle&1, p. 17. 
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helpless women and children, what Chatham called " the horri-
ble hell-hounds of savage war." This ruthless and dastardly
policy met with a cold support from Sir Guy Carleton and
Gen. Howe; but it found a ready, active, zealous supporter in i
Gov. Hamilton, of Detroit, who, as early as September of this
year, 1776, promised the ministry that he would send parties of
the savages "to fall on the scattered settlers on the Ohio and its
branches;" and to encourage the enforcement of this policy
towards the rebels, adds: "their arrogance, disloyalty and im-
pudence had justly drawn upon them this deplorable sort of
war."
In the execution of this policy, Gov. Hamilton exhibited
great energy, and an embittered zeal. His first effort was to en-
list in the British interest, by the power of British gold, such
men as could best influence the Indians, and lead them on in
their work of destruction. For this purpose a large number of
traders, and others, familiar with the Indian language and Indian
character, were regularly employed and paid by the Indian De-
partment of Detroit, and amongst these were five men, who
became infamously conspicuous, and whose very names became
a terror to the border settlements of Pennsylvania, Virginia and
Kentucky,—these were Matthew Elliott, for many years a tra-
der among the Ohio Indians; Alexander McKee, who had
been an Indian Agent; and the three brothers, Simon, George
and James Girty. The father of the Girtys was a drunkard,
and their mother a bawd. They had been taken prisoners while
young, and adopted by the Indians, and they honored alike their
parentage and their education, and united in themselves
the vices of civilization and the cruel perfidy and ferocity of
the savage. Simon, the most capable of the three, had been
an Indian interpreter for the Americans, but, like the others, was
seduced to British interests by British gold. He was a drunk-
en, blustering ruffian, but of great force of character and un-
questionable courage. Each of these men received a regular
compensation from Detroit- McKee received 10 shillings ster-
ling; the others 16 York shillings per day.*
Then too, the Indians themselves were subsidized by rich and
♦List and pay roll of Indian agents, ac , In possession of Michigan Historical Society.
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helpless women and children, what CHATHAM called" the horri­
ble hell-hounds of savage war. " This ruthless and dastardly 
policy met with a cold support from Sir Guy CARLETON a nd 
Gen. HowE; 1'ut it found a ready, active, zealous s upporter in f 
Gov. HAMILTON, of Detroit, who, as early a s  September of this · 
year, 1776, promised the ministry that be would send parties o f  
the savages " to  fall on the scattered settlers on the Ohio a nd its 
branches;" and to encourage the enforcement of this policy 
towards the rebels, adds: " their arrogance, disloyalty a nd im­
pudenqe had justly drawn upon them this deplorable s ort of 
war. " 
In the execution of this policy, Gov. HAMILTON,e xbibited 
great energy, and an embittered zeal. His first effort was t o  en­
list in the British interest, by the power of British gold, such 
men as could best influ ence the Indians, and lead them on i n  
their work of destruction. For this purpose a l arge n umber o f  
traders, and others, familiar with the Indian l anguage a nd Indian 
character, were regularl y e m ployed and paid by t he I ndian De­
pa rtment of Detroit, and a m o n gs t these wer e fi ve men, who became infamou sly co n spic u ous , an d w ho se v e ry names became 
a terr o r  to the border settleme n ts of Penn sylvania, Virginia and 
Ken tucky,- these were MATTHEW ELLIO TT, for man y ye ars a t ra ­
der amo ng the Ohio Indians; ALEXANDE R Mc KE E, w ho had 
been an Indian Agent; an d the three brot hers, SrnoN; GEORGE and JAMES GIRT Y. The father of the GrnTYS was a drunkar d, and their mot her  a bawd. They ha d  been taken prisoners while 
young, and ado pted by the Indians, and they hon ored alike their parentage and t heir educatio n, and unite d  in themse lves the vic es o f civ iliza tion and the cruel perfidy and ferocity of 
the savage. SIMoN, the mos t capable of the t hree , ha d been 
an 
India n interpreter for th e Americans , but, like the others , was seduced to Br itish interests by British gold. He was a dr un k­
e
n
, 
blu steri ng ruffian, but of grea t forc e of c ha rac ter an d un­
questionabl e courage. Ea ch of these men r ecei ved a regular compensation fro m  Detr oit· M cK EE rec eived 10 shilling s  ster­
ling; the 
others 16 York shill ings per 
day.* 
The n  to o, the Indian s thems elves were subsidized by rich and *Ltat a nd pa;r roll or Indian aienta, •c.1 l.n po118eaeion o r lli ohlgan Bl.etorical Boclety. 
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valuable presents, not only of blankets, other clothing and pro-
visions, but of those articles so attractive to the savage;—ver-
milion to give the proper war color, and articles of personal adorn-
ment, such as brooches, ear-rings, bracelets, &c, &c. By these
and other means most of the North-Western Indians were early
secured to British interests. Through the influence of the Mo-
ravian missionaries on the Muskingum, most of the Delawares
remained neutral.
The results of their efforts were not seriously felt upon the
border settlements until 1777. In the latter part of winter, or
early in the spring of that year, Gov. Hamilton sent a war
hatchet, wrapped in a belt of red and white beads, to the Ohio
Indians. It was accepted by the Wyandotts and Shawnees, but
rejected by the Delawares. Its effect was at once apparent. On
the 6th of March a large party of Indians appeared before Har"
rodsburgh, in Kentucky. On the 24th of April Boonsborough
was attacked, and again on the 23d of May; and on the 30th of
May, Logan's Fort.* None of these attacks were successful,
but several persons were killed, others wounded, and cattle and
other property destroyed.
These stations or settlements on the border were all very much
after the same pattern. A company of settlers selected farms
adjacent to each other. At some convenient point they for the
most part congregated their houses as in a village, and surround-
ed them with pickets, usually from twelve to fifteen feet high;
the log houses of the settlers frequently formed a part of the
outer wall of the enclosure, with pickets extending from house
to house, where gaps occurred. Through these pickets were
gate-openings, and the houses were pierced with holes to enable
those within to fire upon a surrounding foe. For a space outside
the forest was completely cleared away, so that an enemy could
neither find a lurking place for an attack, nor conceal his ap-
proach. During the day the settlers cultivated their lands
around, and in times of peril, often with arms by their side.
•These dates are different from those given in the printed accounts extant, bnt they
have been verified by an original diary of Gen. Geokoe Rogers Clark, in the posses-
sion of L. C. Draper, J£sq., Secretary of the Wisconsin Historical Society. He has sev-
eral volumes of original manuscripts, that belonged to Clark, and among them many
papers obtained upon the capture of Gov. Hamilton. Mr. Draper is preparing a mem-
oir of Clark, for which he has the most ample material, never before used. Its publica-
tion is looked for with great interest.
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
8:
29
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/h
vd
.h
x4
l9
w
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n,
 G
oo
gl
e-
di
gi
tiz
ed
  /
  h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
-g
oo
gl
e
16 
valuable presents, not only of blankets, other clothing and pro­
visions, but of 1jhose articles so attractive to the savage ;-ver­
milion to give the proper war color, and articles of personal adorn­
ment, such as brooches, ear-rings, bracelets, &c., &c. By these 
and other means most of the North-Western Indians were early 
secured to British interests. Through the influence of the Mo­
ravian missionaries on the Muskingum, most Of the Delawares 
remained neutral. 
/ The results of their efforts were not seriously felt upon the 
border settlements until 1777. In the latter part of winter, or 
early in the spring of that year, Gov. HAMILTON sent a war 
hatchet, wrapped in a belt of red and white beads, to the Ohio 
Indians. It was accepted by the W yandotts and Shawnees, but 
rejected by the Delawares. Its effect was at once apparent. On 
the 6th of March a large party of Indians appeared before Har 
rodsburgh, in Kentucky. On the 24th of April Boonsborough 
was attacked, and again on the 23d of May; and on. the 30th of 
May, Logan's Fort.* None of these attacks were successful, 
but several persons were killed, others wounded, and cattle and 
other property destroyed. 
These stations or settlements on the border were all very much 
after the same pattern. A company of settlers selected farms 
adjacent to each other. At some convenient point they for the 
most part congregated their houses as in a village, and surround­
ed them with pickets, usually from twelve to fifteen feet high; 
the log houses of the settlers frequently formed a part of the 
outer wall of the enclosure, with pickets extending from house 
to house, where gaps occurred. Through these pickets were 
gate-openings, and the houses were pierced with holes to enable 
those within to fire upon a surrounding foe. For a space outside 
the forest was completely cleared away, so that an enemy could 
neither find a lurking place for an attack, nor conceal his ap­
proach. During the day the settlers cultivated their lands 
around, and in times of peril, often with arms by their side. 
•These date11 are dllrerent from those given ln tbe printed accountl! extant, but the7 
bave been verified by an orliOnal diary of Oen. OEORGB RoGBBS CLARK, In the p oeses­
efon of L. C. DRAPER. �sq.,lsecretary of the WlticoRB!n Historical Society. Be llae sev­
eral volumes of original manuscripts, that belonged to CLARK, and among them man7 
papers obtained upon the capture or Gov. H.ucu.ToN. Mr. DRAPER le pr6parlng a mem· 
olr of CLARK, for which he has the most ample material, never berore used. Its publlca· 
tlon l� le>oked for with great Interest. 
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These defences, rude as they were, proved a great protection
against Indians and their still ruder weapons.
The failure of these expeditions against the Kentucky settle-
ments gave little security to the border. Bands of marauding
Indians were constantly engaged in their works of plunder and
blood.
On the 27th of July, Hamilton reports to Secretary Ger-
maine that he had already sent out fifteen several parties of In-
dians, consisting of 289 braves, with thirty white officers and
rangers, to prowl on the frontiers of Pennsylvania and Virginia.
But the great effort of this year was the attack upon Fort
Henry, at Wheeling, on the 1st of September, by a force of
about four hundred Indians, fully armed by Governor Hamilton.
The events of this siege—the gallant defence—the brave con-
duct of Elizabeth Zane in securing powder for the garrison, in
the face of the Indian foe—the narrow escape of Major McCul-
loch—the severe loss—the opportune reinforcement—are all re-
corded in general history, and make th.is one of the most thrill-
ing incidents of the border; but it does not belong to my pur-
pose to describe such incidents in detail.
In February of 1778, the famous Kentucky partisan, Daniel
Boone, was, with twenty-seven men, taken prisoner while
making salt at the Blue Licks. In March, Boone was brought
to Detroit, where he received much attention from English gen-
tlemen, and Governor Hamilton offered to ransom him of the
Indians at £100, but they were greatly attached to him and re-
fused the offer. They took him back to Chillicothe, and here, in
June following, on learning of a proposed attack upon Boones-
borough, he escaped, traveling one hundred and sixty miles in
four days, with but one meal. His wife, supposing him dead,
had, with their children, gone back to North Carolina. Boones-
borough was immediately prepared for defence, but the escape,
the warning and the preparation, delayed the attack until Sep-
tember 7th, when the whole Indian force of over four hundred,
with eleven Canadians, led by Captain Chene, of Detroit, ap-
peared and surrounded the little post. After some delay, negoti-
ation, and an attempt at treachery, an attack was commenced,
which lasted about ten days, when the Indians, having lost thirty-
B.
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These defences, rude as they were, proved a great protection 
against Indians and their still ruder weapons. 
The failure of these expeditions against the Kentucky settle­
ments gave little security to the border. Bands of marauding 
Indians were constantly engaged in their works of plunder and 
bl ood . 
On the 27th of July, HAMILTON reports to Secretary GER­
M A INE that he had already sent out fifteen several parties of I n­
d i ans, consisti ng of 289 braves, with th i rty white officers and 
rangers, to prowl on the frontiers of Pennsylvania and Virginia. 
But th e great effort of this year was the attack upon Fort 
Henry , at Wheel i ng, on the 1 st of September, by a force of 
about four hundred Indians, ful ly armed by Govern or H A M ILTON. 
The events of th i s  siege- the gallant defence- the brave con­
d u ct of ELIZA BETH Z A NE in securing powder for the gar is on, i n  
th e fa ce of the Ind i a n  foe- the  narrow escape of Major McCuL­
LOCH- the severe loss- the opportune reinforcement- are all re­
corded i n  general h i story, a n d  mu.ke th.is one of the m ost thrill ­
i ng i n c i d ents of th e border; but it d oes n ot bel ong to my pur­
pose to d escribe such incidents in detail. 
In February of 1 778, the f a mous Kentucky partisan, D A NIEL 
BooNE, wa s, w i th twenty- seven men, ta ken prisoner whi le 
making salt  at  th e Blue L ic ks. In March, BOONE was brought 
to Detroit, where he received much a tten t i on from English gen­
tlemen, and Governor H A MILTON offered to ran som hi m  of the 
Ind i a n s  at £1 00, but they were grea tly a tta ched to hi m  a n d  re­
f u s ed the offer. Th ey took h i m  back to Chillicothe, a n d  here, in 
June following, on l e a rn i ng of a proposed attack upon Boones­
borough ,  he e s caped
, 
traveling o n e  hundred and sixty miles i n  
fonr dn.ys, with but o n e  meal. His wife, supposing him dead, 
had,  with their children, gon e back to North Carolina. Boones­
borough was immed i ately prepared for defence, but the escape, 
the wa rn i ng and  the preparati on, delayed the atta ck u n t i l  Sep­
tember 7th, wh en th e whole In d i a n  force of over four hundred, 
with eleven Canadians, led by Captain CHENE, of Detroit, ap­
p e a re d  and  surrounded th e little post. A fter  s o m e  d el ay, negoti­
a ti on, and a n  a ttem pt at treachery, an attack was commenced, · 
which l a st e d  about ten days, when th e Indians, h a ving lost t hi r ty-
B. 
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seven of their number, retired. Only two of the garrison were
killed.*
In the early spring of this year (1778), the Moravian mission
upon the Muskingum was thrown into great consternation by a
letter bearing an official seal, purporting to be from Gov. Ham-
ilton, commanding them to put themselves at the head of their
Indians and march against the " rebels," whom they were to at-
tack on their farms and in their settlements, slaying them with-
out mercy, and bringing their scalps to Detroit. They did not
at the time suspect a forgery, but it was probably the work of
some miscreant in the British service, plotting mischief, for it is
difficult to believe that such a paper could have issued from a
British officer.
This letter was followed up by a visit from Elliott, McKee,
and some deserters from Pittsburgh, who, by persuasions and
falsehoods, sought to induce the Delawares to take up the hatch-
et; but the effort failed, through the wise intrepidity of the
missionary Heckewelder.
In the mean time great preparations were being made by Con-
gress for an expedition into the Indian country, and perhaps
against Detroit itself, with a force of 3,000 men; but the men
and munitions were both wanting. Gen. McIntosh came to
Pittsburgh in the Spring with 500 troops. Soon after he built
Fort Mcintosh near the mouth of the Big Beaver, where in Oc-
tober he assembled 1,000 men, and marched to the Tuscarawas
river, and erected Fort Laurens, and garrisoning it with 150 v
men, in command of Col. Gibson, returned to Fort Pitt; thus
leaving this garrison in the Indian country beyond the reach of
succor—too weak for aggressive or even defensive warfare.
But the most notable event of this year in the West, and one
of the most notable events of the war, was the conquest of Kas-
kaskia and the other British posts in Illinois and on the Wabash
by George Rogers Clark. The circumstances attending this
conquest are full of stirring and romantic interest, while the
consequences flowing from it were most momentous. The events
of the campaign are so fully narrated in every local and general
♦Here a< nin the dates in minted accounts are corrected by original manuscripts in
Mr Draper's possession. The n*ime of Capt. Du Quesne is also given as the com-
mander of this expedition. On Mr. Drapers authority, I give the proper orthography
oi th nam >  of 'tide British-Indian leader as Chene. He also accompanied Cipt. Bird's
expeditioi .
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seven of their number, retired . Only t wo o f  t he  g arrison were 
killed. * 
In th e early spring of thi s y ear ( 1 7 78) , t he Moravia n  m is sion 
upon the Muskingum was t hrown i nto g reat c onsternation b y  a 
letter bearing an officia l  seal, purporting t o b e  f rom G ov. HAM­
ILTON, commanding t hem  t o  put t hemselv es a t  t he b ead o f  t heir 
Ind i a n s  and march against the  " r ebels, " w ho m t hey w ere t o  a t ­
ta ck on their farms a n d i n t he ir s &ttle ments, s laying t hem w it h-
. ou t mercy, a nd bringi ng t heir s calps t o  Detroit. They d i d n ot 
at the time suspect a forgery, but i t  w as p robably t he work o f  
s o m e  mi screant  i n  th e British s ervic e, p lo tting m i s chief, for i t  i s  
difficult to beli eve  that s u c h  a p aper c ould ha v e  i s sued f rom a 
Bri t i sh  officer. 
,,,. Thi s  l etter was foll owed up by a v i s i t  from ELL I OTT, McKEE, 
a n d  s o m e  deserters from Pittsburgh, who, by p ersua s io ns a n d 
falsehoods, s ought t o  induc e t he De l a wa r e s  t o  t ake u p  t he h a t c h­
e t; b u t  the effor t  fai le d , thr ou g h t he wis e i n � repidity o f  t he 
; rni s s io n a r y  HEC' KEWELDER. 
In th e  m e a n  ti m e gr e a t  " pr ep ar at i o ns w e r e  be i n g  ma d e  b y  Con ­
gre s s  for an ex pe diti o n i n t o t h e  Ind i a n  c o u nt ry, a n d  p e rh a p s  
ag a in s t De tr oi t i ts e l f, wi t h  a for c e of 3 ,0 0 0 me n; bu t t he me n 
a n d  munit i o ns w ere b o t h want i ng. Ge n. McI NTO SH came t o Pit t s bur g h i n t h e  Spr i ng w i t h 5 0 0  t r oo ps. Soon a f ter  he b u il t Fo r t Mc in to s h near the mo ut h o
f t h e Big Bea ver , w h e re i n  O c­to ber he assembl ed 1 ,0 0 m en , an d marc he d t o  the T us carawas 
riv er , an d erect e d  Fo rt La ur e ns , an d garr i so n i ng i t  w i th 1 5 0 ' 
men , i n comman d o f C o l .  Grn soN , re t u rne d  to Fort Pit t ;  th u s 
le av in g t his garr is on i n t h e  Indi a n count ry b e yon d t he rea c h, o f 
succor - too we a k for a g gressi v e or even defen s i ve  w a rfar e .
. Bu t t he mos t no ta bl e ev en t o f thi s  year i n  the Wes t, an d o ne o f t he mos t no t a ble even ts o f t he war, w as the con ques t o f  K as ­kas kia an d t h e o the r Br iti s h pos ts in Il li n o i s  an d o n t he Wab a s h b y  GE ORGE RO G ERS CL ARK. T h e c ircums tances a tten di n g this con q ue i::t ar e  full o f  stirrin g  a n d  r o m a ntic inte r e s t, w hil e the 
con se q u en ce s flow i ng f r o m  it w er e  m o st mo me nto u s . Th e ev en t s 
of t h e  c am p a i gn ar e 
so f ully n arr a te d in e ve ry l o c al a nd  g e n e ral  
· ,.. Here auafn th e dates In printed a cc ounts are correcte d b y original manu@ crl pts In 
lll r DRAP E R ' �  p osMP l'ton . The n�m e of Capt . Du Qm:sNB is a lso  giv en as the com ­man der or this exp<•nttion. On l \lr. DBAPE �'s au thorllJ, I gi ve the p roper o rtn ographv of th nfl m  • of 'ttila British-I ndia n leader as CHENE. He a lso accomp anied C qpt • .l:IIBD's expeditio1 .. 
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history, that it would be inexcusable in me, to do more than
state results, and that in the most general way.
Major Clark, an emigrant to Kentucky, although a man of
limited culture, had the grasp of mind, and the energy of char-
acter, which fitted him for great events. Kentucky had suffered
greatly from the Indians during the year 1777. Clark made up
his mind that the best mode of defending Kentucky was to give
employment to the enemy elsewhere. He sent spies to visit the
posts upon the Wabash and in Illinois. In December, 1777, he
laid open his plan of capturing these posts to Patrick Henry,
then Governor of Virginia, who at once fell in with it, especial-
ly as Virginia laid claim to this western territory as far north.
I as the 40th degree of north latitude. Clark was commissioned
a Colonel in the service of Virginia, and was authorized at the
expense of that State to raise a sufficient force, was furnished
with £1,200 currency, and by secret instructions was directed to
carry out the plan conceived by him.
On the 24th of June, 1778, he left the Falls of the Ohio
(Louisville) in barges, with his force of less than 200 men, and
descended the Ohio to Old Fort Massac, within sixty miles of
its mouth, and then marched north to Kaskaskia, which he cap-
tured by surprise on the night of July 4th, taking its com-
mandant, Rocheblave and its inhabitants prisoners. The other
posts were taken before any opposition could be made. With
great skill, and by a wise mingling of kindness and severity, he
gained the good will of the French, and commanded the respect
of the surrounding Indians. The then recent treaty between
the Colonies and France aided greatly in his success with the
French.
Gov. Abbott, of Vincennes, was at that time absent in De-
troit, and there were no troops stationed there. Father Gi-
bault, of Kaskaskia, Vicar General, etc., undertook to get the
French at that point to side with the Americans, and immedi-
ately started upon his mission, which was entirely successful,
and the American flag waved over the place.
Waw-ca-ta-non was captured by a small force, and thus with-
out the loss of a man, the conquest of Illinois and the Wabash
settlements was complete; and, in October, Virgina organized this
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history, that it would be inexcusable in me, to do more t han 
state results, and that in the most general way. 
Major CLARK, an emigrant to Kentucky, although a man o f  
limited culture, had the grasp of mind, and the energy o f  c har­
acter, wh ich fitted h i m  for great events. Kentucky bad s uffered 
greatly from the Indi ans  during the year 1777. CLA RK  made up 
his mind that the best mode of defendi ng  Kentucky w as t o  give 
employment to the enemy elsewhere. He sent s pies t o  v isit t he  
posts upon the Wabash and i n  Illi n o i s .  In December, 17 77, he 
l a id  open h i s  pl a n  of capturing these posts to PA TRICK  HENRY, 
then Governor of Virginia, who at once fell i n with i t , especia l ­
ly a s  Virginia  l a i d  cl a i m  t o  thi s  western territory a s  far n orth. 
as the 40th degree of north latitude. CLA RK  w as c ommissi<;med 
a Colonel in the service of Virginia, and was authorized at t he 
expen se of th a t  State to rai se  a sufficient force, was furni s hed 
with £1 , 200 currency, and by secret ins t ructions was di r ected t o  
ca rry out the pl a n  conceived by hi m .  
On the 2 4 th o f  June, 1778, he left the Fall s of the Ohi o 
(L ouisville) in bar ges, with hi s  force of l e ss th a n  200 m e n, a n d  
d e s c e n d e d  th e Oh i o  t o O l d  Fort Mas sac , wit hi n  sixty m i l e s  of 
its mouth, a n d  then m a rch e d  n o rth to Ka s k a s k i a ,  whi c h  he c ap­
tured by sur pr i se  on th e night of July 4t h, taking i t s  co m­
m a n d a nt, R o cHEBL A VE a n d  i t s  in h a b i t an t s  pris o n e rs. T he o the r 
p o sts were t a k en  before an y  oppos i t i on  c o u l d  be ma d e .  Wit h  
g r e a t  sk ill, a n d b y  a wi s e min gli n g of k i n d n e s s an d  s e ve r i t y,  he 
ga in e d  th e g o o d w i l l  o f  t he Frenc h, an d  co m m a n d e d the r e s pe c t  
of t h e s u r r ou n di n g In di a n s .  Th e the n  r e c e nt tr e a t y be t w ee n  
t h � Co lc � n i e s  a n d Fr an c e ai d e d gr e a t ly in hi s su c c e s s  wi t h  t he 
Fr en c h . 
Go v . A B B OTr, o f  Vi n c en
nes, wa s at tha t t i m e a bs e nt i n De­
tr o it, an d t h ere were no tr oops s ta ti o ne d t h e re. Fat h e r G1-
B A ULT, o f Ka sk as k ia ,  Vica r Ge ne ra l, e tc . , un de rt o o k t o get t he 
Fr ench  a t tha t  po in t to s id e w i th the Am er i c ans , an
d i mm e di ­
a te ly  s ta r te d  u po n h is  m i s s
io n , w h ic h was ent i rel y succes s ful, 
an d t h e A mer ic an  flag wave d over t h e  pl a ce. 
Wa w-ca- ta -non wa s ca p tu re d by a s ma
ll force , and t hu s wi t h ­
o u t th e lo ss of a m an , the con qu es t o f Illin o i s  a n d  the Wa ba sh 
se t t le men ts was com ple t e ; and, in Oc t o be r , Virgi n a or gan i ze d t hi s 
Di g i z  
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territory into the county of Illinois, and the next year Col. John
Todd was, at Clabk's request, sent out as civil Governor.
The news of this disaster to British interests aroused Gov.
Hamilton to the most vigorous efforts to retrieve it. It was
obvious that this conquest had panic-stricken the Indians, and
threatened the whole British power in the North West. In the
spring of 1777, Col. Morgan, at Pittsburgh, wrote to Gov.
Henry, that there were only 66 soldiers at Detroit ; but there
were at this time about 500 troops there. There were four
companies of the Eighth or King's Regiment, commanded by
Maj. Lernoult; two companies of Butler's Rangers, com-
manded by Capt. Caldwell, and one of the Fourth Regiment,
commanded by Capt. Aubey.* The British also had a small
navy that commanded the Lakes. There were usually several
hundred Indians gathered about the Fort at Detroit ; but never
more than twenty-five were permitted within the gates at one
time, and these were unarmed. At the very time when Hamil-
ton received the news of Clark's success, there was a large
gathering of Indians there with whom he was holding negotia-
tions. He gave them the hatchet anew, and urged them to
more general and violent assaults upon the frontier, and to hold
themselves in readiness to join him in proposed movements
against the Americans. He sent by some Delawares present, a
menacing letter to the Council of the Delawares, calling upon
them " for the last time" to take up the hatchet, and was greatly
. infuriated at their firm refusal, and at once ordered an expedition
against them, consisting of Indians and a few soldiers, commanded
by two Captains, with orders to return with the scalps of both
chiefs and missionaries, but the sudden death of the two officers
frustrated the expectation.
N Hamilton immediately planned an exhibition for the recovery
of the Illinois, to be commanded by himself. It was composed
of thirty regulars, fifty volunteers, and four or five hundred In-
dians. The volunteers were subsequently paid for their services
from the 17th of September,but the expedition did not leave Detroit
until the 7th of October. It is evident that his first purpose was
* Judge Mat's statement. C. I. W.
It may ne added, that the Capt. Aubey allnded to, was probably Capt. Thomas
Axibbey, of Sir Guy Cableton's, or the Forty-Seventh British Regiment, serving in
America at this period. The Army List of 1780 gives no other officer of that or any
. similar name then in the British service. L. C. D
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territory into the county o f  I llinois, a nd t he  n ext y ear Col. J OHN 
TODD was, at CLARK 'S r equest, s ent o ut a s  c iv il G overnor. 
The news of this di s as ter to Britis h  i nterests a roused G ov. 
H A MILTON to the most v igorous efforts t o r etrieve i t . It w as 
obvious that thi s  conquest h a d  panic -stricken t he I ndian s, a nd 
threatened th e whole Britis h  p ower i n  t he N orth West. In t he 
spri ng of 1777, Col. MoRG.AN, at Pittsburgh, wrote t o G ov. 
HENRY, th at  there were only 66 s oldiers a t  D etroit ; b ut t here 
were at this time a bout 500 tr oops t here. There w ere f our 
companies of the Eighth or King 's R egiment, c omma nded b y  
Maj. L ERNOULT  ; two companies of BUTLE R 'S Rangers, c om­manded by Capt. CA LDWELL, a n d  one of t he F ourth Regiment, 
com_manded by Capt. AuBEY. * The :Br itish a l s o  ha d a s mall 
n a vy th a t  commanded the L a kes. The re were usually s everal  
hundred Indi ans  gathe red abo ut  the F o r t a t  D etro i t  ; b ut n e v er 
m o re th a n  twenty- f ive we r e  permi tted w it hin  t he gat e s  a t  o n e 
ti m e ,  an d  these we r e  u n a r me d .  At t he ve ry  t ime  w he n  H A M I L­
TON rec e i ve d  the ne ws of C LA RK' S s uc c e s s ,  t h e re was a l ar ge g a th er in g o f  In di a ns the re w i t h  who m he w a s ho l d i ng n eg o tia­
tio ns.  He g a v e the m  t h e  ba t c be ".; an e w , a n d  ur g ed t h e m  t o 
mor e genera l an d vi o l e n t 
as sa u l t s  u p o n  t h e fro nt ier ,  a nd t o  h o l d 
t hem s elv es in rea d i n ess t o 
j
o
i
n hi m i n  pro pose d m o vemen ts 
a ga in st the Am e ri c ans. He se nt by some Delaw ares p resent , a menac in g le t t e r t o  t he Co u n c i l  o f  t he De l awares , calli ng u po n 
them "  for the la s t  t i m e " t o  t a ke u p the ha t che t , and w as gre a tly 
_ in furia te d a
t the ir firm re fusa l , an d at once or d er ed a n ex pe d
i
t i o n  
a ga
i
n s t  them ,  cons i s ti n g  o f Indi ans an d a few so ld ier s , com m an d ed by t w o Capta i n s , w ith o r de rs t o  re t ur n w i th t he sc alps _o
f bo th 
chi e f s and m is s io n ar ie s , bu t the su dden d ea th  o f th e t w o o ffi ce rs frus t ra te d t he ex
pec t a ti on. 
, HA MILTON im me di a tely pl anned a n ex hi b i ti on for th e recover y o f the Illin oi s , to be co mm an ded by h i m se lf. It was com po se d  
of thir ty re g u l a rs, fift y vo l u n teers, 
an d  fou r or 
fi
ve 
hu n dr e d  In. 
dia ns . T he v o lunte er s w ere s ubs e quen t ly pa id for th e ir serv i ce s from th e 1 7th o f  Sep te m b e r , b ut  t h e  e xp edi tio n did n ot l e ave D e t r oit 
un til th e 7 t h  of O ct o be r . It is  e v id en t  th a t his fir st p ur p o se was 
" Judge M.n'1 1tatement. o . I . w . 
It may be add ed, that th e_ Oap t. AUBBY alluded to, wa1 probably Capt. T no MAI · A. t1Bll KY, of Sir GuY CARLEToN 's, or the .Fort y-Sevent h B ritish Regimen t, serving In · America a t  this perio d. T he Army List of 1780 gives no other o ftlcer of that or a n y . . Blmilar 11ame the n in the Britieh serv1t e. L. c. D.
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to proceed at once to Kaskaskia, where Clark's force was sta-
tioned, for he urges Maj. De Peyster to send him assistance.
De Peyster had also received special orders from Gen. Haldi-
mand, commanding at Quebec, to do all in his power to assist
Hamilton in his enterprise.
In compliance with these orders De Peyster, on the 26th of
October, dispatched Capt. De Langlade, and Lieut'. Gautius*
to arouse the Indians around Lake Michigan, assemble them at
St. Joseph, and to join Hamilton with all the force they could
raise, or to descend the Illinois, if that was better calculated to
promote the success of Hamilton's operations. These officers
are exhorted to use economy, "as the nations in general have
already had many presents from his Majesty," and to exhort the
warriors "to use humanity towards the prisoners," who "will
be ransomed."f
Hamilton was greatly delayed by storms and bad weather,
and did not reach Vincennes until the 17th of December. This
point, as we have seen, had yielded to the Americans without
other force than the moral suasion of Father Giisault, and it
was now held by Capt. Helm and one American. As Helm saw
this terrific force gathered about the fort, he placed a loaded can-
non in the gateway and stood by it with a lighted match; and as
the enemy approached, called out with a loud voice, "Halt /"
Hamilton demanded a surrender. Helm replied, "No man
shall enter here until I know the terms." The "honors of war"
were granted, and Capt. Helm with his garrison of one received
the customary honors.
Hamilton at once dismissed his Indian allies to prowl upon
the frontiers or return to their homes, with the purpose in the
early spring of re-assembling them, with a largely increased
force both from the north and the south, and then, after re-
establishing the British power in Illinois, of marching to Fort
Pitt, sweeping Kentucky and Western Virginia on the way, and
thus completing the conquest of the frontier. Nor did this plan
seem visionary to the coolest judgment, and nothing but the
genius and intrepidity of Clark frustrated it. On the 29th of
'This probably has reference to Gautier De Vervillb, a nephew of De Langlade,
who served with him daring the French and Indian war, and also during the Revolution,
and died at Prairie du Chien. about 1803, at abonl the age of sixty-five. See Gkiunon's
Recollections, Vol. 3d, Wis. His. Coil's. L. C. D.
t Manuscript orders—Michigan Historical Society.
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to proceed at once to Kaskaskia, where CLA.RK's f orce w as s ta­
tioned, for he urges Maj. D E  PEYSTER t o  s end him a ssistance. 
DE PEYSTER had also received specia l orde rs f rom Gen. HA L DI­
M A ND,  commandi ng at Quebec, to do all i n  his power t o  a ssist 
H A l\IILTON in his  enterprise. 
In compliance w it h  these orders D E  P EYSTER, o n t he 2 6th o f  
October, dispatched Capt. DE LANGLA D E, a n d  Li eut'. GA UTIUs* 
to arouse the Ind i ans  around Lake Michigan, a s semble t hem a t  
St. Joseph, and to j oin HA MILTON wit h  a l l t he force t hey c ould 
raise, or to descend the Ill i n o i s ,  i f t hat w as better c al culated t o  
prom ote the s u ccess of HA M ILTON 'S operat i o ns .  These o fficers 
are exh orted to u s e  economy, " a s  t he na t i o ns i n  g eneral h a v e  
already h a d  m a ny p resents from hi s  Maje sty," and t o  e xho rt t he 
w a rri o r s  " t o u se huma n i ty towar ds t he prisoners," who " will 
b e  ransom e d .  " t 
HAM I LTON  w a s  gre a t ly de la ye d  by s t o r m s  an d ba d  we a t h e r, 
a n d di d  n o t r ea c h Vin c e n n e s  u nt i l  t he 17 th o f  D e c e m b e r .  Thi s  
p o in t, a s  we ha v e  se e n , ha d  yi e l d e d  to t h e Am e ri ca n s wi t h o ut o th er fo r c e  t han the m ora l su a s i o n of Fat h e r Grn A U L T ,  an d i t  
was no w he l d  by Ca pt . HE L M  and o n e Am eri c an. As HELM sa w th is te r ri fic fo rc e g athe re d a bo ut t h e  for t, he pl aced a l oa d ed c an­
non in t he ga te wa y an d st o o
d by i t w i th a lig ht e d  m at c h; an d as the enem y approa ch e d, call ed ou t w i th a l o u d vo i ce ,  " Halt! "  HA MILTO N de m an de d a surren d e r. lliLM re pl i ed, " No  man shall en te r  here un t il I k n ow t he  te rms. " The " ho n o rs o f w ar " 
were g ranted,  an d Capt .  HE LM w i th hi s garr i so n o f o ne recei ve d  
the c usto mary honors. HA MILTON a t  once di s mi s sed hi s  Ind ia n  a llies t o p rowl u pon t he fron tie rs or re tu rn to the ir h o mes , w ith the pur po se i n the 
ear ly s p r i n g o f re-assemb li n g the m, w
i t h a l ar ge ly i ncrease d forc e b ot h  fr om t he nor th a nd the so u t h, an d the n, a fter re­
es ta bl i s hin g t he 
B r iti s h power i n  Ill in o is, of marc hin g to For t Pi tt, swee pin g K e n t uc ky an d  W es t ern Vir g in ia on the wa y , an
d 
th u s c o m ple ti ng the c on qu est o f the fron t ie r. Nor did t hi s pl an 
se em v i si on a r y t o  th e c o o le st ju dg m e nt , a n d n o th ing but the 
g e n i us an d intr e P.id ity of C L A R K fr us tr at ed it. On th e 29th of 
• T h i• pro bably ha11 re fere nce to GA.UTlllR D• VBBVILLW, a nephew o f DB LA.NGL.lDB, 
who s erv ed with him dur ing tbe Fren ch and In dian war, o.n d  all!O dur ing th e Rev olntton, and d ied at Prairie du Chien. abo ut lS0.3, at about the ag e of 11 txty-ll.ve. See GBIGNON's Btc0Uectlon 1, Vol. 8d, Wis . B.ls. <.:oll's. L. C. D. 
t Manuecrl pt  orden -Mic hlga n Hlato r lcal Boclet7. 
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of January, 1779, he received the news of Hamilton's occupa-
tion of Vincennes, and the condition of his forces. His deter-
mination was at once taken. In speaking of Hamilton he says,
"I knew if I did not take him, he would take me."
On the 7th of February, with a force of 176 men, partly com-
posed of French volunteers, he started for Vincennes. Forty-
six of these went by water in a keel-boat with some small guns,
ammunition, stores, etc., and 130 marched with Clark across
the country. On the 23d, Clark was before Vincennes, and on
the 2oth Hamilton surrendered himself and his force as prisoners
of war. This wonderful march of 240 miles through a flat
country, over a soft soil, deluged by constant rains—the men
wading for days through low wet prairies, exhausted and be-
numbed by fatigue, fasting and cold; the intrepid bearing of
the noble leader in his utterly desperate and exhausted con-
dition; the gallant attack upon the fort; the unique correspon-
dence between the comparatively illiterate back-woodsman and
proud British officer,* and the final capture of the post and the
defending force, with all the stirring and romantic detils, are
known to every reader of history, and need not be recounted.
On the ninth of February previous, a company of about forty
men under the charge of Mr. Adhemar, a commissary, left De-
troit with a large amount of supplies for Gov. Hamilton. By
the urgent request of Justice Dejean, he was permitted to ac-
company the expedition, in order to obtain from Gov. Hamilton
his warrant or authority to justify his own conduct as magis-
trate, and especially as to the executions already noticed.
On the fifth of March the entire expedition was captured while
descending the Wabash with seven boats, and all the letters to
Gov. Hamilton. Dejean is called by the captors, " Grand
Judge of Detroit."
On the seventh of March Clark dispached Capt. Williams and
Lieut. Rogers with twenty-five privates, to conduct Gov. Ham-
ilton, "Grand Judge Dejean," Major Hay, Capt. La Mothe
and Lieut. Scheipflein, and twenty others, as prisoners of war,
to Virginia. The rest of the captured force, being principally
Frenchmen, were discharged on taking the oath of neutrality.
Gov. Hamilton, Dejean and La Mothe were for a while
• The correspondence is in the possession of Mr. Draper.
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
8:
29
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/h
vd
.h
x4
l9
w
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n,
 G
oo
gl
e-
di
gi
tiz
ed
  /
  h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
-g
oo
gl
e
22·. 
or January, 1779, he received the newH of H.uc1LTON's occupa­
tion of Vincennes, and the condition of his forces. His deter­
mination was at once taken. In speaking o! HAMILTON he says, 
" I  knew if I did not take him, he ·would take me." 
On the 7th of February, with a force of 176 men, partly com­
posed of French volunteers, he started for Vincennes. Forty­
six of these went by water in a keel-boat with some small guns., 
ammunition, stores, etc., and 130 marched with CLARK across 
the country. On the 23d, CLARK was before Vincennes, and on 
the 25th HAMILTON surrende1·ed himself and his force as prisoners 
of war. This wonderful march of 240 miles through a flat 
country, over a soft soil, deluged by constant rains-the men 
wading for days through low wet prairies, exhausted and be­
numbed by fatigue, fasting and cold ; the int repid bearing of 
the noble leader in his utterly desperate and exhausted con­
dition ; the gallant attack upon the fort ; the unique correspon­
dence between the comparatively illiterate back-woodsman and 
proud British officer,* and the final capture of the post and the 
defending force, with all the stirring and romantic detils, are 
known to every reader of history, and need not be recounted. 
On the ninth of February previous, a company of about forty 
men under the charge of Mr. ADHEMAR, a commissary, left De­
troit with a large amount of supplies for Gov. HAMILTON. By 
the urgent request of Justice DEJEAN, he was permitted to ac­
company the expedition, in order to obtain from Gov. HAMILTON 
his warrant or authority to justify his o wn conduct as magis­
trate, and especially as to the executions already noticed. 
On the fifth of March the entire expedition was captured while 
descending the Wabash with seven boats, and all the letters to 
Gov. HAMILTON. DEJEAN is called by the captors, " Grand 
Judge of Detroit."  
On the seventh of March CLAltK dispached Capt. WILLIAMS and 
Lieut. ROGERS with twenty-five privates, to conduct Gov. HAM­
ILTON, " Grand Judge DEJEAN," Major HAY, Capt. LA MoTHE 
and Lieut. ScHEIFFLEIN, and twenty others, as prisoners of war, 
to Virginia. The rest of the captured force, being principally 
Frenchmen, were discharged on taking the oath of neutrality. 
Gov. HAMILTON, DEJEAN and LA MoTHE were for a while 
• The correspondence ls in the po.11euion of llr. DBAPD. 
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ironed and closely imprisoned in a dungeon at Williamsburg,
were prohibited the use of pen, ink and paper, and from all inter-
course, by order of the Council of Virginia, who upon examin-
ing the evidence before them, found that Hamilton bad been
guilty of great cruelties to American prisoners at Detroit; that
he had offered rewards for scalps, but none for prisoners, thus
inciting the Indians to murder the defenceless; that Dejean was
the willing instrument of his cruelty, and that La Mothe had
himself led scalping parties, who spared neither men, women nor
children. This imprisonment led to a notable correspondence
between Washington and Jefferson, the Governor of Vir-
ginia, and others, as to whether as prisoners of war, Hamilton
and his companions were not entitled to different treatment.
They were subsequently released and paroled.
Hamilton was afterwards, for one year, Governor of Canada,
and was then appointed Governor of Dominica, and not long after
died. While Governor of Canada he did not entirely forget his
subordinates at Detroit. On the ninth of November, 1785, he is-
sued an order that no one should disturb Matthew Elliott in
the possession of a lot near the dock yard by the water side,
without producing titles.
It has often been charged upon Hamilton that he was relent-
lessly ciuel, that he encouraged the taking of scalps rather than
prisoners, and that the reign of terror on our Western border was
measurably his work. That he willing, zealously and vigorously
carried out the ruthless policy of the British ministry, there can
be no doubt , and he cannot therefore have been a kind or tender-
hearted man; that he was wantonly cruel in the execution of that
policy, I think is not sufficiently proved.
The conquest of Illinois, and the subsequent capture of
Hamilton constituted a turning-point in the history of the
North-Wes". By these events, and by these alone, was the north-
western boundary of the new American Union removed from the
Ohio to the Great Lakes. No where else did the Americans have
a foothold in the territory comprising these great States, and ex-
cept for George Rogers Clark and his victories, the North-
West would have been to-day a British Canadian colony. Just
this result was anticipated by Jefferson, who wrote to Clark
expressing his interest in the proposed expedition, and predict-
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28 
i roned and closely i mprisoned i n a dungeon at Willia ms burg, 
were prohibit ed the u s e  of peu, i nk  and p aper, a nd from a ll  i n ter.: 
cou rse, by order of the Council of Virginia, who upon e xamin­
i ng th e evidence before the m, found t hat HA M ILT ON bad b een 
guilty of great cruelties to A m e ric a.n pris oners a t  D etroit; t hat 
he had offered rewards for s calps, but  n o ne for p ris oners, t hus 
inciting the Indians to m urder t he  d e fencele ss; t hat D E J EA N  was 
th e wil l i ng  instrument of hi s  c ruelty, and t hat LA MoTHE h a d 
h i m self led scalping parties, who s pared n either m e n, wome n n o r 
chi l d r en. This i m pris o n m e nt l ed t o a n o table c orrespondence 
between W ASIIINGTON a n d  JEFFERS O N ,  t he Go verno r o f  V ir­
ginia, a n d ot he rs, as to whe the r a s  pr is o ne r s  o f  war , HA: mr.T ON 
a n d  hi s  compani ons  were no t  entitled t o differen t  t reatment. 
__J · Th ey were subsequently r e l e a s e d  a n d p a r o l e d .  
H A M ILTON was af ter wa r d s , fo r  one ye a r �  Go v e r no r  o f  C a n a d a , 
a n d w as  the n ap o i n t e d  Go v e rn o r  o f  D o m i n i c a , a n d  n o t l o ng a fte r  
die d.  Wh il e Go v er n o r  o f  Ca n a d a he d i d n o t e n t ire ly for g et h i s 
su bo r di n a te s  a t  De tr o i t .  On t he ni n t h  o f No vem be r, 17 85 ,  h e  i s­su e d  an or de r tha t  no on e s ho ul d d i st u r b M A T TH EW ELL I O TT i n t h e possessi o n o f  a l o t  near t h e  d o c k yard by t h e wa ter si d e, 
w i t h ou t pro du ci n g  t i t l e s. 
I t  has 
o
fte n be en c ha r ged u pon HAMILTON t h a t he was rel en t­le ss ly crue l ,  t h at h e  enco ur a ge d t h e t a ki ng o f s ca lps rat h e r t h a n pr is on ers , a n d  t hat t h e re i gn  o f  t e rror on o ur Wes t ern bo r d er  was m easurably his wor k. That h e  willin g,  zea l ous ly an d v igorous ly 
carr ie d ou t the ru thle ss p olicy of t he Bri ti sh m i ni st ry, t he re ca n be no do ubt, an d he can no t  the re f ore ha ve be eu aki nd o r ten d er ­hear te d man ; tha t he was wan ton ly crue l i n  t he execu ti on o f tha t p olic y , I thin k is no t suffic i e n tly p ro ve d. 
The con q ues t o f Illi n o i s , an d the su bs e q uent ca p ture of 
H
A MILTON cons t itu t e
d a t urn in g- po in t in th e hi st or y o f th e No r th- We s�. By these even ts, and by thes e al one, was th e  no rt h­w es t e rn b o u nd a ry  of the n e w  Am e ri c an Un i o n r e m o v ed fr om th e 
Ohio t o  the Gre at La ke s. N o  w here else did the A mer icans h a ve a fo ot h o l d in t h e  te rri t or y  c o m p r ising th es e great State s, a nd ex­
ce p t for G EORGE  RO G ERS C L ARK and hi s  v ic t o rie s
, 
t he No rt h­
W e s t w o ul d  h a ve b e en t o- da y a B ritish  Can a dian co
l o ny. J u st 
thi s r e s u l t  wa s  an ti cipate d by J EF F E RSON , who w r o t e  to CL AR K  
ex p r e ss i n g his i nter est in t h e pr op o se d ex p ed itio n , 
a n d pr edict-
Dig 1ze b Ori
ginal from 
H ARVARD UN IV ERSI TY 
24
ing that, if successful, it would have an important bearing ulti-
mately in establishing our north-western boundary."
All honor then to George Rogers Clark, and to Virginia—
worthy of her name of " Mother of States"—who sent him forth,
and then nobly ceded the territory thus snatched by her from the
common enemy to the whole Union, and devoted it to freedom.
No sooner was Hamilton captured than Clark turned his
eyes towards Detroit, but his force was quite inconsiderable, and
he exclaims with mortification: "Detroit lost for want of a few
men!"
Previous to the reception of the news of Hamilton's capture,
there was no little uneasiness in Detroit. McIntosh's expedi-
tion, so fruitless in good results, had created no little apprehen-
sion, and the letters written to Hamilton at Vincennes, clearly
indicate that the loyalty of both the French and Indians to the
British cause was distrusted, and the early return of Hamilton
was strongly urged. Major Lernoitlt, who was in command
during Hamilton's absence, commenced the erection of a strong _
fort, which was completed the following season, and which bore
his name, until re-christened Fort Shelby, in the war of 1812.
The Major, in his correspondence with Hamilton, complains,
that, while the merchants freely aided in this work of defence,
the French only did so on compulsion.
The news of the capture of Hamilton, produced great con-
sternation in Detroit among the adherents of the crown, and no
little gratification to many of the French.
The Fort (Laurens) which had been established by Gen.
McIntosh the fall before, was besieged in January of this year,
1779, and its inmates were reduced to the greatest distress, and
almost to starvation. Many were killed. They were finally,
after a siege of six weeks, relieved by Gen. McIntosh, who with
seven hundred men brought supplies. Col. Gibson was suc-
ceeded in the command of the garrison by Maj. Vernon.
In the summer of the same year, there was another siege by a
small Indian force, but by the interposition of the friendly Dela-
wares, it was relieved, and soon after in August, the fort was
abandoned; its establishment having accomplished no good,
while it had greatly irritated without over-awing the Indians.
In July of this year, Col. Bowman headed an expedition of
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ing that, if successful, it would have an important bearing ulti­
mately in establishing our north-western boundary." 
All honor then to GEORGE ROGERS CLARK, and to Virginia­
worthy of her name of " Mother of States"-who sent him forth , 
and then nobly ceded the territory thus snatched by her from the 
common enemy to the whole Union, and devoted it to freedom. 
No sooner was HAMILTON captured than CLARK turned his 
eyes towards Detroit, but his force was quite inconsiderable, and 
he exclaims with mortification : " Detroit lost for want of a few 
men !" 
Previous to the reception of the news of HunLTON 's capture, 
there was no little uneasiness in Detroit. McINTOSH'S expedi­
tion, so fruitless in good results, had created no little apprehen­
sion, and the letters written to HA�HLTON at Vincennes, clearly 
indicate that the loyalty of both the French and Indians to the 
British cause was distrusted, and the early return of HAMILTON 
was strongly urged. Major LERNOULT, who was in command 
during HAMILTON'S absence, commenced the erection of a strong . 
fort, which was completed the following season, and which bore 
his name, until re-christened Fort Shelby, in the war of 1812. 
The Major, in his correspondence with HAMILTON, complains, 
that, while the merchants freely aided in this work of defence, 
the French only did so on compulsion. 
The news of the capture of HAMILTON, produced great con­
sternation in Detroit among the adherents of the crown, and r10 
little gratification to many of the French. 
The Fort (Laurens} which had been established by Gen. 
McINTOSH the fall before, was besieged in January of this year, 
1779, and its inmates were reduced to the greatest distress, and 
almost to starvation. Many were killed. They were finally, 
after a siege of six weeks, relieved by Gen . McINTOSH, who with 
seven hundfed men brought supplies. Col. GIBSON was suc­
ceeded in the command of the garrison by Maj. VERNON. 
In the summer of the same year, there was another siege by a 
small Indian force, but by the interposition of the friendly Dela­
wares, it was relieved, and soon after in August, the fort was 
abandoned; its - establishment having accomplished no good, 
while it had greatly irritated without over-awing the Indians. 
In July of this year, Col. BOWMAN headed an expedition of 
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one hundred and sixty men from Kentucky, against the Shawa-
nees at Chillicothe. After some fighting, in which nine men
were killed and a few wounded, they retreated without accom-
plishing any decisive results.
In October of this year, Major Rogeks, who was in command
of some keel boats and 100 men, while ascending the Ohio with
supplies from New Orleans, was surprised and attacked near
where Cincinnati now is, by a large Indian force. Major Rog-
ers and forty-five of his men were killed almost instantly, and
only a few finally escaped.
These events were well calculated to excite and encourage In-
dian hostilities, and unprotected families and settlements were
continually suffering all the horrors of savage war.
The conviction was strong, and growing stronger, that there
could be no safety to the border as long as Detroit was in pos-
session of the British, who from that point directed and con-
trolled the Indians, and supplied them with munitions of war.
On the 12th of January of this year, (1779) Washington,
in a letter to a committee of Congress, discusse,* the importance
of an expedition against Detroit. He suggests that security to
the border is only to be obtained by offensive measures. On the
21st of April he writes to Col. Brodiiead, at Pittsburg, to as-
certain the best season for such an enterprise, and in November
Brodiiead suggests a winter expedition.
Clark had again considered, during the summer, the possi-
bility of raising a sufficient force to march upon Detroit, and
had been promised 300 volunteers from Kentucky, but owing to
the repulse of Bowman, and other circumstances, only 30 ap-
peared, and he was forced to abandon the enterprise.
The news of this proposed expedition reached Detroit, and to
create a diversion in favor of the British, Lieut. Bennett, of
the 8th regiment, was sent on an expedition against the Illinois
settlements, by the way of Chicago. On the 1st of July, Major
De Peystek, at Mackinaw, issued instructions to Capt. De
Langlade to do his utmost to raise "the people of the Milwau-
kee Fork, the Indian tribe of Stinkards" (around Green Bay),
"and others bordering on Lake Michigan, and with them hurry
and join Mr. Bennett at Chicago," and to follow him by forced
marches if he had left.
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one hundred and sixty men from Kentucky, against the Shawa­
nees at Chillicothe. After some fighting, in which nine men 
were killed and a few wounded, they retreated without accom­
plishing any decisive results. 
In October of this year, Major ROGERS, who was in command 
of some keel boats and 100 men, while ascending the Ohio with 
supplies from New Orleans, was surprised and attacked near 
where Cincinnati now is, by a large Indian force. Major ROG­
ERS and forty-five of his men were killed almost instantly, and 
only a few finally escaped. 
These events were well calculated to excite and encourage In­
dian hostilities, and unprotected families and settlements were 
continually suffering all the horrors of savage war. 
The conviction was strong, and growing stronger, that there 
could be no safety to the border as long as Detroit was in pos­
session of the British, who frcm that point directed and con­
trolled the Indians, and supplied them with munitions of war. 
On the 12th of January of this year, ( 17 7 9 )  WASHINGTON, 
in a letter to a committee of Congress, discusse1< the importance 
of an expedition against Detroit. He suggests that security to 
the border is ouly to be obtained by offensive measures. On the 
21st of April he writes to Col. BRODHEAD, at Pittsburg, to as� 
certain the best season for such an enterprise, and in November 
BRODHEAD suggests a winter expedition. 
CLARK had again considered, during the summer, the possi­
bility of raising ·a sufficient force to march upon I)ctroit, and 
had been promised 300 volunteers from Kentucky, but owing to 
the repulse of · BOWMAN, and other circumstances, only 30 ap­
peared, and he was forced to abandon the enterprise. 
The news of this proposed expedition reached Detroit, and to 
create a diversion in favor of the British, Lieut. BENNETT, of 
the 8th regiment, was sent on an expedition against the Illinois 
settlements, by the way of Chicago. On the 1st of July, Major 
DE PEYSTER, at Mackinaw, issued instructions to Capt. DE 
LANGLADE to do his utmost to raise " the people of the Milwau­
kee Fork, the Indian tribe of Stink9.rds " (around Green Bay) , 
" and others bordering on Lake Michigan, and with them hurry 
and join Mr. BENNETT at Chicago," and to follow him by forced 
marches if he had left. 
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On the 30th of July, Bennett was at Chicago with one hun-
dred whites and two hundred Indians, but nothing further is
known of the expedition. When the failure of Clark's intend-
ed enterprise was ascertained, this was doubtless abandoned.
An abortive effort was also made about this time to incite
an Indian expedition against Vincennes, but it was found that
the Indians in that vicinity had espoused the cause of the
"Bostonians," as they called the Americans, and proposed to
defend them, and nothing was done.
Major De Peyster had long sought to be transferred from
Mackinaw to some other command. Gen. Haldimand express-
ing a high appreciation of his services there, transferred him
to Detroit, where he was in command as early as October,
1779. He was succeeded at Mackinaw by Major St. Clair,
who remained in command until the close of the war. In 1781
the British held a treaty with the Indians, by which the
Island of Mackinaw and Prairie du Chien were ceded by the
Indians, and both points were soon afterwards occupied by
the British as military posts.
The conquest of Illinois, the utter defeat of all the magnificent
plans of Hamilton, of whom the Indians had the highest opin-
ion, and his capture had greatly lessened the prestige of the
British name among the Indians, and increased that of the
Americans. Savages, quite as much as civilized men, respect
and believe in success, and the British officers at Detroit felt the
necessity of striking some great blow to restore and retain the
confidence of the Indians.
Disaffection was too rapidly spreading among the French, who
never loved the British, and who, since the treaty between
France and the United States, began to express in various ways
their sympathy with the Colonies. Under the direction of Gen.
Haldimand in command at Quebec, who was to furnish funds
therefor, ample arrangements were to be made for the most im-
posing, extensive and destructive Indian expedition against the
border, that had ever been organized; to be accompanied and
aided by Canadian volunteers, and led by British officers of the
regular army. To give eclat to the expedition and make it ir-
resistible, cannon were to accompany it.
Preparations of the most extensive character were commenced
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On the 30th of July, BENNETT was at Chicago with one hun­
dred whites and two hundred Indians, but nothing further is 
known of the expedition. When the failure of CLA.RK's intend­
ed enterprise was ascertained, this was doubtless abandoned. 
An abortive effort was also made about this time to incite 
an Indian expedition against Vincennes, but it was found that 
the Indians in that vicinity had espoused the cause of the 
" Bostonians," as they called the Americans, and proposed to 
defend them, and nothing was done. 
Major DE PEYSTER had long sought to be transferred from 
Mackinaw to some other command. Gen. HALDilllAND express­
ing a high appreciation of his services there, transferred him 
to Detroit, where he was in command as early as October, 
1779. He was succeeded at Mackinaw by Major St. CLAIR, 
who remained in command until the close of the war. In 1781 
the British held a treaty with the Indians, by which the 
Island of Mackinaw and Prairie du Chien were ceded by the 
Indians, and both points were soon afterwards occupied by 
the British as military posts. 
The conquest of Illinois, the utter defeat of all the magnificent 
plan� of HAMILTON, of whom the Indians had the highest opin­
ion, and his capture had greatly lessened the prestige of the 
British name among the Indians, and increased that of the 
Americans. Savages, quite as much as civilized men, respect 
and believe in success, and the British officers at Detroit felt the 
necessity of striking some great blow to restore and retain the 
confidence of the Indians. 
Disaffection was too rapidly spreading among the French, who 
never loved the British, and who, since the treaty between 
France and the United States, began to express in various ways 
their sympathy with the Colonies. Under the direction of Gen. 
HALDIMAND in comm
.
and at Quebec, -iv-ho was to furnish funds 
therefor, ample arrangements were to be made for the most im­
posing, extensive and destructive Indian expedition against the 
border, that had ever been organized; to be accompanied and 
aided by Canadian volunteers, and led by British officers of the 
regular army. To give eclat to the expedition and make it ir­
resistible, cannon were to accompany it. 
Preparations of the most extensive character were commenced 
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in the winter of 1779 and '80, and were kept up without inter-
mission until the expedition was upon the war path the follow-
ing spring. A large corps of agents and interpreters was at
work among the Indians, arousing their cupidity, exciting their
passions, embittering their zeal, and enlisting their energies.
They were largely and freely furnished with those articles, which
increased their comfort, attracted their fancy, or added to their
murderous efficiency.
One single merchantile firm in Detroit, " Macomb, Edgar &
Macomb," charged to the Indian Department from December 29,
1779 to May 16, 1770, for goods furnished thereto, £42,989 8s
8|d sterling, or about $215,000; and £12,185, 15s 6d for provis-
ions, which account was paid by Maj. De Peyster by draft on
Gen. Haldimand.
The first charge on this account is for .
b £ 1 s. d.
3,912 blankets 2,623 5 4
The second:
750 pounds vermilion ^50 0 0
Other items of the account may not be without interest:
Munitions of War.
£ s. d.
4,574 blankets 9,881 Jj?
14,975 pounds ball, lead and shot M23 2 6
11,925 flints • ••
8,000 pounds powder 2,000 j> 0
476 dozen scalping knives '• 428 » 0
204 dozen red-haft knives 183 12 JJ
41| dozen other knives. 37 7 0
188 tomahawks 119 0 <J
3,363 pounds of brass and copper kettles 1,198 13 4
6,894£ pounds tobacco, 10s '. 2.502 9 0
Ornamental Supplies.
1,206 pounds vermilion 1,206 0 0
21,063 yards tinsel lace 456 1* 0
301 dozen looking-glasses 421 10 J>
120 gross Morris bells I20 0 J
8,811 silver buckles 3,343 3 3
8,200 ear bobs !.640 ° a
36 stone necklaces 6 ' J*
280 pounds beads 49 0 «
522 gross brass rings ^ 4
142 wristbands, 7s 49 14 J>
135 arm-bands, 30s 212 10 ®
147 gorgets, 25s 183" °
229 ear wheels, 12s 131 °"
36 watch chains for the ears, 60s. per doz 9 0 0
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in the winter of 1779 and '80, and were kept up without inter­
mission until the expedition was upon the war path the follow­
ing spring. A large corps of agents and interpreters was at 
work among the Indians, arousing their cupidity, exciting their 
passions, embittering their zeal, and enlisting their energies. 
They were largely and freely furnished with those articles, which 
increased their comfort, attracted their fancy, or added to their 
murderous efficiency. 
One single merchantile firm in Detroit, " MACOMB, EDGAR & 
MACOMB," charged to the Indian Department from December 29, 
1779 to May 16, 1770, for goods furnished thereto, £42, 989 8s 
8fd sterling, or about $215,000 ; and £12,185, 15s 6d for provis­
ions, which account was paid by Maj. DE PEYSTER by draft on 
Gen. HALDIMAND. 
The first charge on this account is for 
3,972 blankets • • • • • • • • • • •  
The second : 
£ I 
2,625 
11. d. 
5 4 
750 pounds vermilion. . . . . .... • • • • • • • •
• • • 
• • • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• 
• 750 0 0 
Other items of the account may not be without interest : 
Munitions of War. 
£ 8. d. 
4,574 blankets . • • • . • • •
• • • • • • •  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 9,381 6 0 
14,975 pounds ball, lead and shot • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • • • • •  1, 123 2 6 
1 1,925 flirlts . . • • . . • • . . • . . • • •
• • • • . •
• • • • • • . • • • • • • • •
. • • • .
• • •  
8,000 pounds powder 
. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • . . •
• •
. • • •
• • • •  
2,000 0 0 
476 dozen scalping knives . • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • •  : • • • • • • • • • • •  428 8 0 
204 dozen red-haft knives .. . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 183 12 0 
4 lj dozen other knives .
•
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
.
• • • •
• • • •  37 7 0 
188 tomahawks . . • . . . • . . • . . . . • . . . . . .  , • . .
. • •
• . . . • . . • •
. . .  
119 0 0 
3,363 pounds of brass and copper kettles 
• • • •  
, • • • • • • • •
• • • • • • •  
1,198 18 4 
6,894-f pounds tobacco, 10s • • • • • •  · 
. . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
2,502 9 0 
Ornamental Supplies. 
1,206 JX>Unds vermilion . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . .... . . . .. . . . .  , • • • . •  1,206 0 0 
21,063 yards tinsel le.ce 
• • • • • • • •
• • • •
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • .
' 
• • • • • • .  _ 
456 1 6  0 
301 dozen looking-glasses . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .  424 10 0 
120 gross Morris bells . • • • • • • • • • • •
• • • •
• • • • • • • • • • • •  ; • • • • •  120 0 0 
8,8 1 1  silver buckles . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. ... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 3,343 3 s 
8,200 ear bobs . • • •  , . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . .
. . . . . . . . .
. . . .
. . . . .  • • • •  
1,640 0 0 
86 stone necklaces • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
•
• • • • • • •
• • • •
• • • •  
6 6 0 
280 pounds beads 
• • • •
• • • • • • • •
• • • •  
.
. .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  49 0 0 
522 gross brass rings . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. .
. . . . . . . . . • • • • • 77 1 1  4 
142 wristbands, 7 s .
. • • • • • •
• • • • • • • • • • • • • •
• • •
. • • • • • •  • • 
• • • 49 14 0 
185 arm-bands, 30s 
• • • •
• • •
•
• • • •
• • • • • • • •
• • • • • • • • • • • •
. • • • 
212 10 0 
147 gorge ts, 25s 
. . • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • � • • • • • • • 
• • 
183 l1S 0 
229 ear wheels, 12s 
. • • •
. • •
• • • • •
• • • •
• • • •
• • • • • • • • • •
• • • • • •  
137 8 0 
36 watch chains for the ears, 60s. per doz . • • • •
• •
• •
• • • •
• • • •  
9 0 0 
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£ s. d-
59 hair pipes, 10s 29 10 0
IS hair plates, 25s 18 15 0
51 large double crosses, 16s 40 16 0
13 Christs [silver crosses?], 14s 9 2 0
151 pieces flowered broad ribbon, 30s 226 0 0
129 laced hats, 20s 129 0 0
6 yards scarlet cloth, 40s 12 0 0
Besides these items furnished at Detroit, goods were distrib-
uted to the Indians in their own country by emissaries, who
used every artifice to arouse them to take up the hatchet:
£. s. d.
Thus, Charles Beaubien furnished goods to Indians at Miami
Town 1603 8 0
Matthew Elliott, in Indian Country .* 47 6 9
Capt. McKee do 835 5 6
George Girty do 75 IV 0
The latter was also furnished with a gun, three horses, a sad-
dle and bridle, for the Indian country, doubtless to aid him in
subsidizing the Indians to British interests.
At Detroit there were usually at this time several hundred In-
dians gathered around the Fort; and these were doubtless
largely fed at the public expense, and occasionally some were
received within the pickets, and there entertained. Thus bills
like these are found :*
£. s. d.
Fontenoy Dequindre—lodging, &c, Indians, 11 0 0
Charles Guion do 13 0 0
Pierre Drodillard do 95 2 6
Andrews & Meldrum, lodging, &c, Wabash Indians 11 0 0
On one occasion two Indian chiefs, a Shawnee and a Miami,
are furnished with horses.
It cannot be wondered at, that such efforts and such largesses
as these, skillfully addressed to the strongest passions of the
savage character, enlisted them so generally in the British in-
terests.
If the inhabitants of the border had any inkling of the prodi-
gious efforts which were thus making to hurl upon them a force
at once so murderous and so overwhelming, they must have
looked forward with dread and foreboding to the coming sea son.
But in the meantime, mirth and gayety reigned and held high
festival at Detroit. Without were the congregated Indians
sporting their ornaments and gay attire, indulging in savage
games and dances, making day and night hideous with coarse
*Original MS. Books in Michigan Historical Society.
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li9 hair pipes, 1 Os • • • • •
• • • •
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
• • • • • • • • • • • •  
15  hair plates, 25s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
51 large double crosses, 16s . • • • • • • • • • • •
•
• • • • • • • • • • •
• • • • 
1 3  Christs [silver crosses?], 14s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
151  pieces flowered broad ribbon, 80s . . • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • •  
129 laced hats, 20s . • • •
• • • • . • • •
.
• • • • • • • •
• • •
. • •
• • • • •
• • • • •  
6 yards scarlet cloth, 40s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
£ & d· 
29 10 0 
1 8  1 5  0 
40 16 0 
9 2 0 
226 0 0 
1 29 0 0 
12 0 0 
Besides these items furnished at Detroit, goods were distrib­
uted to the Indians in their own country by emissaries, who 
used . every artifice to arouse them to take up the hatchet : 
Thus, CHARLES BEAUBIEN furnished goods to Indians at Miami 
Town . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
MATTHEW ELLIOTT, in Indian Country • . . • . • • • . • • • • •  :· • • . . . . . . . .  
Capt. McKEE . . . • . . . . . .  do . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • • . • . . . . • • . . • . . . . .  
GEORGE GIRTY . . • • • • • . .  do . • • • . • • • . • • • . • • • . . • • . • • • . . • • . . . . •  
£. 8. d. 
1608 8 0 
47 6 9 
835 5 6 
'15 1'1 0 
The latter was also furnished with a gun, three horses, a sad­
dle and bridle, for the Indian country, doubtless to aid him in 
subsidizing the Indians to British interests. 
At Detroit there were usually at this time several hundred In­
dians gathered around the Fort ; and these were doubtless 
largely fed at the public expense, and occasionally some were 
received within the pickets, and there entertained. Thus bills 
like these are found :* 
£. 8 .  d. 
FONTENOY DEQUINDRE-lodging, &c., Indians, . . • • . • • • • • . • . . • • . . . • 1 1  0 0 
CHARLES GuION . . . • . . • • . . • . • .  do . • • • • • . . • • • • • . • • . . • • • • • • • . . . . 1 8  0 0 
PIERRE DaourLLARD . . . . . . . . . . .  do . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 5  2 6 
ANDREWS & MELDRUM, lodging, &c., Wabash Indians . . • • . . • . . . • . • 1 1  0 0 
On one occasion two Indian chiefs, a Shawnee and a Miami, 
are furnished with horses. 
It cannot be wondered at., that such efforts and such largesses 
as these, skillfully addressed to the strongest passions of the 
savage character, enlisted them so generally in the British in­
terests. 
If the inhabitants of the border had any inkling of the prodi­
gious efforts which were thus making to hurl upon them a force 
at once so murderous and so overwhelming, they must have 
looked forward with dread and foreboding to the .coming sea son. 
But in the meantime, mirth and gayety reigned and held high 
festival at Detroit. Without were the congregated Indians 
sporting their ornaments and gay attire, . indulging in savage 
games and dances, making day and night hideous with coarse 
•Original MS. Book11 m :Michigan Hllltoricai Society. 
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hilarity, and not unfrequently making a display of American
scalps. Within were gathered many army and navy officers,
and their families, together with many intelligent, enterprising
traders, whom this large expenditure of public money had at-
tracted to this point, and quite a number of agreeable and at-
tractive French settlers with their families. Altogether, they
were too few in number to be divided into classes, and they lived
almost as one great family. Shut out for a long winter from all
intercourse with the rest of the world, dependant upon them-
selves for society, secure from the actual presence of the war
that elsewhere prevailed, the inhabitants gave themselves up to
social pleasures with a joyous zest. Dancing assemblies were
1 usually held weekly, at which all attended; or as Capt. Grant,
in a letter of a different date, says, "We hop and bob every
Monday evening in the Council Room." The ladies dressed
richly, and always in silk. Silk petticoats costing from £3 12s
to £5, are frequently charged to officers and citizens in mer-
chants' accounts.*
Dancing must have been a favorite amusement, and must
have been cultivated as a fine art. The following are some of
the " dancing bills " actually paid in the spring of 1780:
)
£ s. d.
Maj. De Peyster , 14 9 11
Capt. Britton, of the navy 12 12 7
Capt. Grant, of the navy 14 9 1
Capt. Bcrnet 14 9 1
Mr. Forsyth 20 12 7
Dining and other parties were frequent when choice wines were
freely drank. On the 17th of March Major De Peystek is
charged with
£
4 casks of Maderia (115 gallons), 40s 230
1 cask red port (30 galls.), 30s 45
Other gentlemen are not unfrequently charged with wine by
the cask.
Cards must also have been a favorite amusement, as Maj. De
Peystek is charged with two and a half dozen packs within three
months, and other gentlemen in about the same ratio.
* Grant's letter in Mr. Draper's possession. Judge May's statement, and account
books, p. 43, collection of Michigan His. Society.
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hilarity, and not unfrequently making a display of American 
scalps. Within were gathered many army and navy officers, 
and their families, together with many intelligent, enterprising 
traders, whom this large expenditure of public money had at­
tracted to th is  point, and quite a number of agreeable and at­
tractive French settlers with their families. Altogether, they 
were too few in number to be divi ded into classes, and they l ived 
almost as one great family. Shut out for a long winter from all 
intercourse with the rest of the world, dependant upon them­
selves for society, secure from the actual presence of the war 
that el sewhere prevailed, the inhabitants gave themselves up to 
soci al pleasures with a joyous zest. Dancing as embli es were 
usually h el d  weekly , at which al l attended; or as Capt. GRANT, 
in a letter of a different date, says, " We hop and bob every 
Monday eveni ng in  the Council Room. '' The ladi es dressed 
richly, and always in silk. Silk petticoats costing from £3 1 2s 
to £5, are fre quently charged to officers and citizens in mer­
chants ' accounts. * 
Dancing must have been a favorite amus ement, and must 
have been cultivated as a fine art. The following are some of 
the " d anci ng bi l l s  " actually paid  in the spri ng of 1 780: 
£ 8. d. 
Maj. DE PEYSTER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. 14 9 11 
Capt. BRITTON, of the navy . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . • . • . . . . • • . • . • .  1 2  1 2  7 
Capt. GR A NT,  of the navy. . • . . . . • . .. . . . . • . . .. .. • • . . .. . . . . • . . . . 14 9 1 
Capt. BURNET • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  14 9 1 
Mr. FORSYTH • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  20 1 2  7 
D i n i ng a n d  oth er parties were fre quent wh en choice wines were 
freely. drank. On the 1 7th of March Major DE PEYSTER i s  
ch arged with 
£ 
4 casks of Maderia (1 1 5  gallons), 40s . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  230 
I cask red port (30 galls.), 30s. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  41 5 
Other gen tlemen a re n ot unfrequently ch a rged with wine by 
the ca sk . 
Ca rd s must a l s o  h a ve been a favorite a m u s e m e n t, a s  Maj. D E  
/ 
PEYSTER i s  ch a rged with two a n d  a h a l f  d o zen packs wit hin three 
m onth s, a n d  oth er gen tlem en i n  about th e s a m e  ratio . 
• Gn A NT' s le t e r in M r . Dn A P EB' B p oeeei; ston . Ju dge  !IA . T' S stat e me nt, a n d  a c c o u nt b ooks, p. 43, ()'jlle ctio n of Michiga n Ria. Society. 
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Prices are indicated by the following charges:
£ s. d.
Pork, per bbl 10 0 0
.Flour, per bbl., of 166 lbs 8 6 0
Indian corn 32s. per bush.
Eum 30s. do gal.
Vinegar. 16s. do do
Green tea 20s. do lb.
Coffee 5s. do do
Chocolate 7s. do do
Castile soap 5s. do do
Cinnamon 40s. do do
Nutmegs 40s. do do
Cloves 4s. do oz.
Salt £4 do keg.
Candles 3s. 6d. do lb.
Snuff 12s. do do
In one instance a slave is charged at £100.
A somewhat unique currency, or measure of values, prevailed
among those who traded with the Indians, vis: "bucks" and
"does,"* instead of pounds and dollars. Thus Col. Gibson,
commanding at Fort Laurens, acknowledges himself indebted to
"Capt. Johnny " for pork furnished the garrison, "seven bucks
and one doe."
I find a contemporaneous charge to George Girty, as fol-
lows:
Bucks.
To salt, at Shawn}7 towns 4
To 116 lbs flour 14
To one bag with do 2
Tobacco 3
23
A '• buck" was equivalent to about one dollar.
The expedition for which such ample preparations were made,
was organized in the Spring of 1780. An attempt was made to
get up a volunteer force to accompany the Indians. For this
purpose, a popular and influential Frenchman, Louis Jeancaire
Chobart, was commissioned as Captain, and an Englishman,
afterwards a leading and influential merchant, Jonathan Scheip-
flein, as Lieutenant. These with two sergeants and a corporal,
all Frenchmen, undertook to organize a company. Twenty-five
men, of whom twenty-one bore French names, did volunteer, but
no more. Then follows in the record a list of thirty-two names,
under the significant heading "ordered to go." Of these, all buy.
♦Abbreviated parlance for buckskins and doeskins. L. C. D.
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Prices· are indicated by t he  f ollowing c harges : 
£ Pork, per bbl. . . . . . . . 
. 
• 
. 
. 
. . 
. • . 
. 
. . 
. • 
. 
• 
. . 
. . . . . . . . . • 
. . . . . . . . . . . 1 0 
8. d . 0 0 
6 0 . Flour. per bbl., of 1 66  l bs. . . . . . . . .  • . . . . • .. . . • . . • . . • . • . . . . . . . . . 8 ------
Indian corn .
. . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . .
.
. . . . ...
.
. . . .
.
. . . . . . .
.
. . . . . .
. 3 2s. per b ush. Rum. 
. . . . . . . 
. 
. . . . . . 
. 
. . 
. . • • 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 0s. do g al. Vinegar .
. . . 
, 
. . . . .
.
• . . . . . • . . . . . • . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • •
. . • . .  
1 6 s. d o  d o  
Green tea. 
. • 
• . 
. • . . • . . . . • 
• 
. . . . . . • . . . • . . . • . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . • . 2 0s. d o l b.  Coffee. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 
• 
. • 
• . . . • . . . ... . . . . . . . . . 5 s.  d o  d o  Chocolate. 
. . 
. . . • • . . . 
• . 
. . 
• . . . • . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • 7 s. d o  d o  Castile soap. 
. . . . . . . . . . 
. . . 
. . . . . . . 
• • . . 
. . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 
. 5 s. d o  d o  Cinnamon .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • .
• •
. . . . . . • . . . •. . . . . . . . . • . .  
4 0s.  d o  d o  
Nutmegs .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .... . . . . . ... . . .  4 0s.  d o  d o  Cloves. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . 4 s.  d o o z.  Salt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . £4 d o  k eg. Candles .
• . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . .
•
. . . . .•
•
. . . .
•
. . . . . . . .•.
. •
. •. . . . . 
3 s.  6d. d o  l b. 
Snuff .
. . • . . . .. . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
12 s. d o  d o  
In on e  in s tan c e  a sl a v e  i s  c ha r g e d a t  £ 10 0. 
A somewhat u ni que currency, or m e a s ure o f v al u e s, p revailed 
a m on g  thos e  who trade d  wit h  t he Ind i a n s ,  vis : " b ucks " a n d 
" does ," * in s tead of po u nd s and do l l a r s . T hu s  Col. GrnsoN ,  
comma ndi n g  a t.  Fo r t L au re n s ,  ac kn o wle dg es hi m s e lf i n d e bt e d t o  
" Ca p t. J O HNNY" f o r p o r k furni s he d  t he g a r ri so n ,  " s e v e n b u c k s 
an d  on e do e . " 
I fin d  a con te mpo ra ne o u s c ha r ge t o GE O R G E GIR T Y, as fol ­
lo w s :  
B uc k s, 
To s alt, at Sh a wn y to wn s. . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . • . . . . 4 To 1 6 l bs flour. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 4 To o n e  bag with d o . 
. 
. 
. 
. • . . • . . • 
. . 
. 
. . . 
• 
. . . 
. 
. 
. 
. 
• 
. . . 
. 
. . . . . 
. 
. 
• 
. . . . . . . . . . 
2 
Tob acco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
• 
. . • . . 
• . 
3 
2 3 
A '· b uc k " was e qui v al e nt t o a bo ut o ne d o llar . The ex p edi t i o n fo r w hi ch such am pl e pre para ti ons were mad e, 
was or ga niz e d in t he  Spr in g o
f 17 80. A n  a tt em p t  was ma d e  t o  
ge t u p a vo l u n teer f o rc e to accom pan y the Indian s. F o r  thi s  pu r po se , a po p u
la r an
d in flu en tial Fren ch m an, Lo urs J EA N CAIRE 
CH OB A R T
, 
w a s comm iss i o n ed as C a p tai n , an d an Eng lis hm an , 
a fterwar d s  a le a d ing an d ir� flu en ti a l m er c ha n t , J ON A T HANS c H EIF­
FLEIN, as L ieu tena nt . T h es e w ith t wo serge an t s an d a corpora l, 
a l l  Fr ench men , u n derto o k to or g an i z e a c o mp any. Tw ent y-fiv e 
men , of · w ho m  t we nty - o ne  b or e Fr en ch n a rp. e s ,  did v olu ntee r ,  bu t 
n o  mo r e. The n f o llo ws i n  th e  re c o rd a l ist o f  th irt y - tw o  na me s , 
u nd er th e si g nific a nt  he ad in g  " ordered t o  g o. " Of th e s e , all b� •Abb•ev ia te d par lance for b uc kiklne an d  doe11 klns. 
Dig 1ze b 
L. C. D . 
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four are French names. And under the same heading, follow the
names of twenty-three, all French but one, who were "ordered
to go" with Captain Chenk. This irregular force thus consisted
of eighty privates and six officers.
The Indians who joined the expedition are variously estimated
from five hundred to one thousand.* Whether any regular sol-
diers accompanied it, I have not been able to ascertain; but it is
probable that there were at least sufficient to man the six small
cannon that were to make the attaks against the stockades of the
frontiers irresistible.
The expedition was under the command of Captain Bikd, of
the Eighth or King's regiment. "When it left Detroit, I do not
, know, but the militia force was completely organized by the
twenty-fourth of March, from which day they were paid—pri-
vates receiving four shillings per day. It doubtless passed up
the Maumee, or Miami of the Lakes, and crossed to the head
waters of the Great Miami, which it descended in canoes. I
find twenty-two pirogues or canoes charged to the Indian Depart-
ment at this time, two of which were delivered to Captain Bikd
while on the way.
The expedition aimed its first and only blow at two small
j stations on the Licking river. It must have moved very slowly.
It appeared before Ruddell's Station, (Harrison county,) on a
branch of the Licking river, a small settlement of the previous
year, on the 23d of June. It had been twelve days marching
from the Ohio, some forty or fifty miles distant. The inhabitants
were taken by surprise; resistance was hopeless, and they sur-
rendered. One man and two women were killed; the rest
became Indian rather than British prisoners. The settlement
was plundered, families were separated, and the inhabitants laden
like pack horses with their own effects; and those who sank
under their burdens were mercilessly tomahawked.
A similar scene took place at Martin's station, a few miles
above. These successes, small as they were, sharpened the
Indian appetite for murder and pillage, and they urged Capt.
Bird to attack the older and more important settlements; but
he refused, and precipitately retired with his whole force.
* A manuscript statement of Captain John Dunkin, one of the captives says. "about
eight hundred warriors," accompanied the expedition, but nothing is taid as to llie num-
ber of whites en^ijei in it. L. C D
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four are French names. And under the same heading, follow the 
names of twenty-three, all French but one, who were " ordered 
to go" with Captain CHENE. This irregular force thus consisted 
of eighty privates and six officers. 
The Indians who joined the expedition are variously estimated 
from five hundred to one thousand.* Whether any regular sol­
diers accompanied it, I have not been able to ascertain ; but it is 
probable that there were at least sufficient to man the six small 
cannon that were to make the attaks against the stockades of the 
frontiers irresistible. 
The expedition was under the command of Captain Bum, of 
the Eighth or King's regiment. When it left Detroit, I do not 
k now, but the militia force was completely organized by the 
twenty-fourth of March, from which day they were paid-pri­
vates receiving four shillings per day. It doubtless passed up 
the Maumee, or Miami of the Lakes, and crossed to the head 
waters of the Great Miami, which it descended in canoes. I 
find twenty-tw-o pirogues or canoes charged to the Indian Depart­
ment at this time, two of which were delivered to Captain Brnn 
while �n the way. 
The expedition aime,i its first and . only blow at two small 
stations on the Licking river. It must have moved very slowly. 
It appeared before Ruddell's Station, (Harrison county,) on a 
branch of the Licking river, a small settlement of the previous 
year, on the 23d of June. It had been twelve days marching 
from the Ohio, some forty or fifty miles distant. The inhabitants 
were taken by surprise ; resistance was hopeless, and they sur­
rendered . One man and two women were killed ; the rest 
became Indian rather than .Briti,sh prisoners. The settlement 
was plundered, families were separated, and the inhabitants laden 
like pack horses with their own effects ; and . those who sank 
under their burdens were mercilessly tomahawked. 
A similar scene took place at Martin's station, a few miles 
above. These successes, small as they were, sharpened the 
Indian appetite for murder and pillage, and they urged Capt. 
Brnn to attack the older and more important settlements ; but 
he refused, and precipitately retired with his whole force. 
• A  manuscript statement of Captain ·ToHN DUNKIN, one of I.be captives enye. " about 
eight buudred warrior,,'' accompanled the expedition, but nothmg ls eaid as to the num,.. 
be'!' of whit.es en�ig�1 ln It .  L. C. D. 
Dig 1ze b 
Original from 
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Thus ingloriously ended the expedition from which so much had
been anticipated. Two small stations had been captured and
some prisoners taken. It is believed that Capt. Bird found
himself unable to control the treacherous cruelty of the Indians,
and that his course was dictated by the noblest feelings of
humanity.* Most of the captives were brought to Detroit,
where the expedition arrived early in August, probably on the
4th, as the militia were paid to that time.
This expedition aroused the Kentuckians to retaliation, and
on the first of August, nearly one thousand men under Gen.
Clark, gathered at the site of Cincinnati, and marched into the
Indian country on Mad River, where after a battle with the In-
dians, they burned their villages and destroyed their crops, thus
greatly crippling their resources and power of misehief. The
loss of the invaders was seventeen men. These were the princi-
pal events of this year, 1780, but it is interesting to note the con-
stant reference to the great importance of capturing Detroit.
On the 10th of February, Gov. Jefferson writes to Washing-
ton, suggesting an expedition against Detroit, to be commanded
by Clark, rather than Brodhead.
On the 11th of February, Brodhead writes to Washington,
informing him of the new fort at Detroit and its situation, great
strength, and that its garrison is four hundred and fifty regulars.
On the 24th of April, the same officer writes that the expedition
against Detroit must be given up, unless Clark's troops can be
united with his. On the 30th of May, he writes that the contra-
dictory statements as to the garrison at Detroit had determined him
to send Capt. Brady f with five whites and two Delaware In-
dians to Sandusky, to take a British prisoner, and that he had
promised to other Delaware warriors, fifty hard dollars worth of
goods for one British soldier. He hopes for success, and if an
* This memorable expedition was originally designed to strike at Col. Clark and his
garrison at Louisville; but the streams were unusually fall ihat season, which circum-
stance irducedBiBD to change his original purpose of attacking Louisville first; and
therefore, decided to ascend Licking river, into the heart of the Kentucky settlements,
conveying his artillery by water to Ruddell's and Marlins's Stations, and thence by land
to Bryan's Station and Lexington.
A*'ier the capture of Ruddell's and Martin's Stations, his Indian allies pressed his
going forward to assist them to take Bryan's and Lexington, BrKD declined, urging as a
reason the improbability of procuring provisions to support the prisoners they already
had, also the impracticability of transporting their artillery by land to any point on the
Ohio river—therefore the necessity of descending the Licking before the waters fell,
which might be expected to take place in a few days. L. C. D.
t The forty years border warfare, from 1754 to 1794, produced no better spy and scout
than Capt. Samuel Brady. His adventures, full of thrilling interest, it is the design of
the writer of this note to embody in a volume, for which he has been over thirty years
collecting the necessary materials. L. C. D.
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Thus ingloriously ended the expedition from which so much had 
been anticipated. Two small stations had been captured and 
some prisoners taken. It is believed that Capt. BIRD found 
himself unable to control the treacherous cruelty of the Indians, 
al'd that his course was dictated by the noblest feelings of 
humanity.* Most of the captives were brought to Detroit, 
where the expedition arrived early in August, probably on the 
4th, as the militia were paid to that time. 
This expedition aroused the Kentuckians to retaliation, and 
on the first of August, nearly one thousand men under Gen. 
CLARK, gathered at the site of Cincinnati, and marched into the 
Indian country on Mad River, where after a battle with the In­
dians, they burned their villages and destroyed their crops, thus 
greatly crippling their resources and power of misehief. The 
loss of the invaders was seventeen men. These were the princi­
pal events of this year, 1780, but it is interesting to note the con­
stant reference to the great importance of ciapturing Detroit. 
On the 10th of February, Gov. JEFFERSON writes to WASHING­
TON, suggesting an expedition against Detroit, to be commanded 
by CLAR'K, rather than BRODHEAD. 
On the 11th of February, BRODHEAD writes to WASHINGTON, 
informing him of the new fort at Detroit and its situation, great 
strength, and that its garrison is four hundred and fifty regulars. 
On the 24th of April, the same officer writes that the expedition 
against Detroit must be given up, unless Cr.ARK'S troops can be 
united with his. On the 30th of May, he writes that the contra­
dictory statements as to the garrison at Detroit had determined him 
to send Capt. BRADY t with five whites and two Delaware In­
dians to Sandusky, to take a British prisoner, and that he had 
promised to other Delaware warriors, fifty hard dollars worth of 
goods for one British soldier. He hopes for success, and if an 
• Thie memorable expedition was originally designed to strike at Col. CLARK and hi11 
garrison at Lou!sville ; but the etreamg were unusually fall 1bat seaeun, which cfrcum­
stl\nce l.Lduced BIBD to change bis original purpose of attacking Loulevllle :fl.rat ;  and 
therefore, decided to aPcend Lickln2 river, into the heart of the Kentucky settlements, 
conveying bis artillery by water to Ruddell's and llartins's Stations, and thence by land 
io Bryan's Station and Lexington. 
A!ter the cr.pture of Ruddell's and Martin's Stations, his Indian allles pre1111ed his 
going forward to assist them to take Bryan's and Lexington, BIB» declined. urgin� as a 
reason the tmprobsbillty of procuring provteions to S!Jpport the prisoners they already 
had, also the lropractlcabtllty or transporting their art11lerv by land to any point on the 
Ohio river-therefore the necessity of descending the Licking before the waters fell, 
which might be expected to take place in a few daye. L. C. D. 
+ The forty years border warfare, frol!l 1754 t4 1794, produced no better spy and scout 
than Capt.. SUltJEL BRADY. IDs adventuree, foll Of thrilling Interest, it is the .deel�n of 
the writer or thiit note to embody in a volume, for which he haa been over thirty year11 
collecting the necel!88ry materials. L. C. D. 
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intelligent prisoner is obtained, he proposes to grant him some
indulgence for intelligence. On the 25th of August, he writes
that the British treat the French at Detroit with great severity,
and the latter are ready to welcome American troops.
On the 25th of September, Gov. Jefferson writes that the
exposed state of the Virginia frontier makes it necessary to keep
from five hundred to eight hundred men on duty, to defend them
against northern Indians, acting under the influence of the Brit-
ish post at Detroit. He suggests an expedition against Detroit
under Clark, at the general expense, estimating its cost at $2,-
000,000. On the 15th of December, he writes that they have
reason to expect that the ensuing spring a force of two thousand
British and Indians will descend upon the border, and that Vir-
ginia has determined to undertake the destruction of Detroit,
and asks the loan of arms and munitions of war for the expedi-
tion.
On the 19th of December, Washington writes to Col. Brod-
head, at Pittsburgh, to furnish the required arms and munitions,
and to aid the expedition of Col. Clark, to the extent of his
power. He states that the inability of the Continent to under-
take the reduction of Detroit, "has imposed the task upon the
State of Virginia."
The invasion of Virginia in 1781, by the British under Corn-
wallis, prevented that State from furnishing the proposed aid
to this expedition; still Clark made a great effort to secure the
necessary force. He visited Fort Pitt in May of this year, and
not getting all the aid in men that he had expected, he writes to
Washington, on the 26th of that month, soliciting orders for
such aid. He says, "the Indian war is now more general than
ever, and any attempt to appease them except by the sword will
be fruitless." He predicts fatal consequences to the whole fron-
tier should the expedition fail. But like many another well
planned expedition for the cause of the Colonies, it did fail for
want of means and men.
Clark attempted to rendezvous a force at the mouth of the
Licking, which, when organized, was to ascend the Miami, but
instead of gathering two thousand men, as he hoped, only seven
hundred and fifty came, " and the buffalo meat was all rotten."
"A force of over one hundred men, coming to his aid, from Wes-
C.
G
en
er
at
ed
 fo
r 
as
bi
gh
am
 (
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M
ic
hi
ga
n)
 o
n 
20
13
-0
4-
29
 1
8:
29
 G
M
T 
 / 
 h
tt
p:
//h
dl
.h
an
dl
e.
ne
t/
20
27
/h
vd
.h
x4
l9
w
Pu
bl
ic
 D
om
ai
n,
 G
oo
gl
e-
di
gi
tiz
ed
  /
  h
tt
p:
//w
w
w
.h
at
hi
tr
us
t.
or
g/
ac
ce
ss
_u
se
#
pd
-g
oo
gl
e
38 
intelligent prisoner i s  obtained, he p roposes t o  g rant h im  s ome 
indulgence for intelligence. On t he 25th o f  A u gust, he writes 
that the British treat the French at D etroit w it h great s everity, 
and the latter are ready t o  welcome A m e rican t roops. 
On the 25th of September, Gov. JEFFERSON writes t hat t he 
exposed state of th e Vir gin ia frontier m akes i t  n ecessary t o  k eep 
from five hundred to eight hundred m e n o n  duty, t o d efend t hem 
aga inst northern Indi a n s ,  acting under t he i nfluence o f  t he Brit­
ish post at Detroit. He suggests a n  e xpedition a gai n s t  D etroit 
under CLARK, at the general expen s e ,  esti m a ting i t s c o s t  a t  $ 2,-
000, 000. On the 1 5th of December, he writes tha t  t hey h a v e  
re a s o n  to expect that th e ensuing s pring a force o f  t wo t housan d 
Briti sh a n d Indians will descend upo n t he b o r de r, a nd t ha t V ir­
gi n i a  h a s  deter mi ne d  to und e rtake t he de s tr u c t io n o f  D etro it, 
a n d a sk s th e l o a n  of arms a n d  m u n i t io n s  o f  w ar for t he  e xpe d i­
tion. 
On th e 19t h  o f  De c e m be r , W A B BING T O N  wr i te s  t o  Col. BR O D­
H E A D, a t  Pi t t s bu r g h, to fu rni s h  t he r equi r e d a rms a n d m u n i ti on s, 
an d to a i d  t h e ex pe d i t i o n of Co l.  CLA R K , t o t h e  ext ent o f h i s  pow er. He s ta te s t h a t t h e  i n a bili ty of t h e  Cont i n ent t o  und er ­ta ke t he re du ct i o n o f Det r oi t ,  " h a s i m posed t h e t a s k u pon t h e  Sta te  o f  Virgin ia . " 
The i n vas io n o
f Virgi n i a i n 1 78 1 ,  by t h e  B!i t i s h und er CoR N­
wA LL IS, prevente d t h a t St a t e fro m fu rn i s hi ng t h e  pro pose d a i d  
to this expe dit i o n ;  s till CL ARK ma de a great eff or t t o  s ec ure t h e  
necessar y force. He v is ite d For t Pitt i n  May o f t hi s year , an d no t ge tting all the a id i n men th a t he h a d e x p ec t e d , he 
wr ite s  to 
WA SHI NG TO N , on t he  26t h  o f t ha t mon th ,  s oliciti ng or d er s f o r  
s u ch a id. He sa ys , " t he  In di a n war i s  no w more g en er al t h a n 
ever, and an y a tt em p t to a p pease t he m exce p t  by t he s wor d w ill b e  fr u itle ss. " He p re d ic t s fatal conse q uence s to th e w ho l e  fr o n ­tie r s ho uld t he ex p e ditio n fail. Bu t l i ke man y ano the r we ll pla nn ed ex pe
dition for the cau s e  o f t he Col on i es, i t  did fai l f or w a nt of me an s and m en.  
C LA R K atte m pted to re nd e zvous a force at the m,outh of the Li cking, w hi ch, w he n  o r ga niz e d, wa s t o  asc e nd the Mia m i, b u t 
inst ead of g ather in g tw o  t housand men , a s  he ho ped , only sev e n  
hun dr e d  an d fifty cam e, " a n d the buffal o m e a t  w a s  al l rot ten. " 
' A forc e o f  o v er on e  hund re d me n, c omin g t o  h i s  ai d ,  fro m Wes-
c. 
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tern Pennsylvania, was waylaid and nearly exterminated. To
the great chagrin of Clark, the expedition was abandoned.
Gen Irvine, then in command at Pittsburgh, writes to Gen.
Washington on the 2d day of December, 1781, announcing the
failure of the expedition, and predicts the most disastrous re-
sults. The Indians and perhaps the British from Detroit, will
fall on the country with double fury. Fort Pitt is indefensible,
and^ the inhabitants on the frontier talk of flying east of the
mountain. He says, Clark "is apprehensive of a visit from
Detroit," in Kentucky; and that the Indians are so numerous
there, "that all the inhabitants have been obliged to keep close
in forts." He believes "if Detroit was demolished," it would
give "at least temporary ease to this country."
On the 7th of February, 1782, he writes, that it would take
2,000 men and three month's time to reduce Detroit, and that
August is the best time for the expedition. He estimates the
garrison to consist of 300 regulars, from 700 to 1,000 militia
(Canadians), and that 1,000 Indians could be assembled in ten
day's time
This was the last of all the projects for the taking of De-
troit. The long-deferred hope of the capture of this nest, where
were hatched all the projects for carrying devastation and mur-
der to our borders, and from whence these projects received their
support, made the settlers of the border sick at heart, and led to
cold-blooded, cowardly acts of murderous revenge, which have
left a dark and indelible stain upon our annals, that we may not
read without indignant and burning shame.
THE MORAVIAN INDIANS.
I have already adverted to the fact that, for the most part, the
Delawares, through the influence of the Moravian missionaries
on the Muskingum and its branches, remained neutral. These mis-
sions were established by the famous David Zeisberger in 1772,
and afterwards there were associated with him the scarcely
less famous Heckewelder and other co-laborers.
They had met with remarkable success among the Delawares—
a most intelligent tribe—and had gathered around them some
four or five hundred converts, including some powerful chiefs,
and were rapidly introducing amongst them the customs and ha-
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tern Pennsylvania, was waylaid and nearly exterminated. To 
the great chagrin of CLARK, the expedition was abandoned. 
Gen IRVINE, tpen in command at Pittsburgh, writes to Gen. 
WASHINGTON on the 2d day of December, 1781, announcing the 
failure of the expedition, and predicts the most disastrous re­
sults. The Indians and perhaps the British from Detroit, will 
fall on the country with double fury. Fort Pitt is indefensible, 
and,. the inhabitants on the frontier talk of flying east of the 
mountain. He says, CLARK " is apprehensive of a. visit from 
Detroit," in Kentucky ; and that the Indians are so numerous 
there, " that all the inhabitants have been obliged to keep close 
in forts." He believes " if D�troit was demolished," it would 
give " at least temporary ease to this country." 
On the 7th of February, 1782, he writes, that it would take 
2,000 men and three month's time to reduce Detroit, and that 
August is the best time for the expedition. He estimates the 
garrison to consist of 300 regulars, from 700 to 1,000 militia 
(Canadians) , and that 1,000 Indians could be assembled in ten 
day's time 
This w:_as the last of all the projects for the taking of De­
troit. The long-deferred hope of the capture of this nest, where 
were hatched all the projects for carrying devastation and mur­
der to our borders, and from whence these projects received their 
support, made the settlers of the border sick at heart, and led to 
cold-blooded, cowardly acts of murderous revenge, which have 
left a dark and indelible stain upon our annals, that we may not 
read without indignant and burning shame. 
THE MORAVIAN INDIANS. 
I have already adverted to the fact that, for the most part, the 
Delawares, through the influence of the Moravian missionaries 
on the Muskingum and its branches, remained neutral. These mis­
sions were established by the famous D.A. vm ZEISBERGER in 1772, 
and afterwards there were associated with him the scarcely 
less famous HECKEWELDEB and other co-laborers. 
They had met with remarkable success among the Delawares-­
a most intelligent tribe-and had gathered around them some 
four or five hundred converts, including some powerful chiefs, 
and were rapidly introducing amongst them the customs and ha-
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bits of civilized life, and especially were they becoming success-
ful cultivators of the soil. On the breaking out of the Revolution,
their settled policy was one of peace and neutrality. This policy,
as well as their location, exposed them to the suspicions of
both of the contending parties. They were on the shortest and
best route for the Northern Indians to the Virginia border, and
from necessity, as well as by the force of Indian customs, they
treated these Indians with hospitality. On the other hand they
persuaded many an Indian band to abandon some murderous de-
sign, and warned the frontier settlers of many another. The
fierce passions of the hour made no allowance for this apparently
contradictory conduct, and they were looked upon with undis-
guised jealousy from both sides. That infamous trio of British
emissaries, McKee, Elliott and Simon Girty, were especially
inimical to the missionaries. More than once had the last named
of them planned the murder of Zeisberger, but his plans seemed
frustrated by a Divine interposition. In April, 1781, Col. Brod-
head, in command at Pittsburg, organized an expedition of
about three hundred men and marched to the Tus-ca-ra-was, and
attacked some pagan Delawares, who had espoused the
British cause, and succeeded in killing fifteen, and taking twenty
prisoners. He treated the missionaries and their converts with
kindness. This excited the suspicion and the ire of those in
British interests, and it was determined that the mission should
be destroyed. Early in August a large company of Indians, led
by Elliott, and accompanied by six other white men, appeared at
one of the missions, bearing the British flag. After many days
of attempted negotiation, and of menace, it was determined to re-
move the missionaries to Detroit. They were seized by force,
and on the 11th of September, they with their families, and the
whole body of Christian Indians, left their plundered homes,
and on the first of October reached Sandusky river. The story
of these meek, brave, noble men; their cruel treatment by G-ir-
tt; their compulsory march on foot to Detroit through the hor-
rors of the Black Swamp, leaving their families and converts;
their arrival, and manly bearing at Detroit, tattered, weary, hun-
gry and friendless, as they were; their reception and courteous
treatment by the commandant, Maj. De Peyster; the permission
to return to Sandusky; their sufferings there from cold and
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35 
bits of civilized life, and especially were they becoming success­
ful cultivators of the soil. On the breaking out of the Revolution, 
their settled policy was one of peace and neutrality. This policy, 
as well as their location, exposed them to the suspicions of 
both of the contending parties. They were on the shortest and 
best route for the Northern Indians to the Virginia border, and 
from necessity, as well as by the force of Indian customs, they 
treated these Indians with hospitality. On the other hand they 
persuaded many an Indian band to abandon some murderous de­
sign, and warned the frontier settlers of many another. The 
fierce passions of the hour made no allowance for this apparently 
contradictory conduct, and they were looked upon with undis­
guised jealousy from both sides. That infamous trio of British 
emissaries, McKEE, ELLIOTT and SrMON GIRTY, were especially 
inimical to the missionaries. More than once had the last named 
of them planned the murder of ZEISBERGER, bu-t his plans seemed 
frustrated by a Divine interposition. In April, 1781, Col. BROD­
HEAD, in command at Pittsburg, organized an expedition of 
about three hundred men and marched to the Tus-ca-ra-was, and 
attacked some pagan Delawares, who had espoused the 
British cause, and succeeded in killing fifteen, and taking twenty 
prisoners. He treated the missionaries and their converts with 
kindness. This excited the suspicion and the ire of those in · 
British interests, and it was determined that the mission should 
be destroyed. Early in August a large company of Indians, led 
by ELLIOTT, and accompanied by six other white men, appeared at 
one of the missions, bearing the British flag. After many days 
of attempted negotiation, and of menace, it was determined to re­
move the missionaries to Detroit. They were seized by force, 
and on the 11th of September, they with their families, and the 
whole body of Christian Indians, left their plundered homes, 
and on the first of October reached Sandusky river. The story 
of these meek, brave, noble men ; their cruel treatment by GIR­
TY ; their compulsory march on foot to Detroit through the hor­
rors of the Black Swamp, leaving their families and converts ; 
their arrival, and manly bearing at Detroit, tattered, weary, hun­
gry and friendless., as they were ; their reception and courteous 
treatment by the commandant, Maj. DE PEYSTER ; the permission 
to return to Sandusky ; their sufferings there from cold and 
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famine in the midst of unfriendly Indians, inspired by Gikty,
form one of the most thrilling narratives of our Revolution-
ary history.
In the course of the winter, so intense was the famine, that
about 150 of the Christian Indians were permitted to return to
the Tus-oa-ra-was to gather the corn left there the fall before,
and they were there in March following.
In February of this year, 1782, a party of Indians from the
region of Sandusky penetrated the settlements of Western
Pennsylvania, and committed their customary depredations. The
family of one Wallace fell beneath their murderous stroke, under
circumstances well calculated to arouse the most intense feeling,
and a deep thirst for revenge. Supicion, though without cause,
rested upon the Moravian Indian. An expedition was at once
.organized of about 90 men, mainly from the settlements of the
;Monongahela, of which Col. Williamson was commander.
They marched to the Moravian towns early in March, where
tthey found a portion of the Christian Indians who had been sent
back from Sandusky, dwelling in peace and unsuspecting secu-
rity. They received Williamson's party as friends, treated them
vwith hospitality, and cheerfully delivered to them their arms.
They were then driven together, bound and thrust into some huts.
It was then voted, that the whole body, men, women and chil-
dren should be put to death. The details of the cold-blooded
butchery which followed, are too horrid for repetition. Twenty-
jiine men, twenty-seven women and thirty children, twelve of
whom were mere babes, were thus shamefully murdered. The
victims died like Christian martyrs, praising God.
This atrocious slaughter fills us with such horror and indigna-
tion, that it is difficult for us to conceive the state of mind which
led to it. But we should remember, that for years, the border
had suffered all the terrible murderous atrocities of an Indian war;
that the settlers did not, and could not, fully distinguish between
the perpetrators of these deeds of blood, and those innocent of
them; that with them an Indian was but an Indian, and that the
passion for revenge had been roused to deepest fury.
This expedition gave birth to another and a much more for-
midable one, organized with a like intent—to spare no Indian,
friend or foe. Four hundred and eighty men, well mounted and
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famine in the midst of unfriendly Indians, inspired by GIRTY, 
form one of the most thrilling narratives of our Revolution­
ary history. 
In the course of the winter, so intense was the famine, that 
about 150 of the Christian Indians were permitted to return to 
the Tus-ca-ra-was to gather the corn left there the fall before, 
and they were there in March following. 
In February of this year, 1782, a party of Indians from the 
region of Sandusky penetrated the settlements of Western 
Pennsylvania, and committed their c'ustomary depredations. The 
family of one WALL.A.CE fell beneath their murderous stroke, under 
circumstances well calculated to arouse the most intense feeling, • 
and a deep thirst for revenge. Supicion, though without cause, 
rested upon the Moravian Indian. An expedition was at once 
,-Organized of about 90 men, mainly from the settlements of the 
:Monongahela, of which Col. WILLIAMSON was commander. 
They marched to the Moravian towns early in March, where 
;they found a portion of the Christian Indians who had been sent 
'back from Sandusky, dwelling in peace and unsuspecting secu­
·.rity. They received W 11.LI.A.MSON's party as friends, treated them 
mrith hospitality, and cheerfully delivered to them their arms. 
'They were then driven together, bound and thrust into some huts. 
It was then voted, that the whole body, men, women and chil-
dren should be put to death. The details of the cold-blooded 
butchery which followed, are too horrid for repetition. Twenty­
..:o.ine men, twenty-seven women and thirty children, twelve of 
whom were mere babes, were thus shamefully murdered. The 
victims died like Christian martyrs, praising God. 
This atrocious slaughter fills us with such horror and indigna­
tion, that it is difficult for us to conceive the state of mind which 
led to it. But we should remember, that for years, the border 
had suffered all the terrible murderous atrocities of an Indian war ; 
that the settlers did not, and could not, fully distinguish between 
the perpetrators of these deeds of blood, and those innocent of 
'them ; that with them an Indian was but an Indian, and that the 
·passion for revenge ·had been roused to deepest fury. 
This expedition gave birth to another and a much more for­
midable one, organized with a like intent-to spare no Indian, 
friend or foe. Four hundred and eighty men, well mounted and 
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armed, rendezvoused at the Mingo Bottom of the Ohio, above
Wheeling, on the 25th of May, 1782, and Col. Crawford was
elected commander. They reached Sandusky river June 6th.
On the 7th, the Indians gave them battle without decisive re-
sults, but the savages were evidently gathering a large force,
and on the 9th a retreat was ordered. Col. Crawford, and sev-
eral others, got separated from the main force, and were taken
prisoners. Several of them were tomahawked, but to Craw-
ford, in retaliation for the Moravian massacre, was reserved the
doom of death at the stake, aggravated for three hours by the
more than devilish ingenuity of his savage tormentors, and the
derisive taunts of Simon Girty. Thus ended this disastrous
campaign, commenced in cruelty and crime.
"While these terrible events had been transpiring, by the in-
trigues of Simon Girty, the Moravians had again been ordered
to Detroit, which they reached April 15th. They were treated
with great kindness by Major De Peystbr, who informed them,
however, that owing to the complaint of the Half-King, the
Wyandott chief, they could not remain at Sandusky. They
then concluded to establish their mission on what was then
called the Huron River of the North (now the Clinton), near
Mount Clemens, where they remained for some years.
On this occasion Zbisberger preached the gospel at Detroit.
The only Roman Catholic priest, Father Simple, was an old man,
who at that time never preached. The Protestants had no minis-
ter nor service of any kind. Justices of the peace attended
their weddings and funerals, and sometimes baptised their chil-
dren.
A somewhat notable character, the famous Mohawk Indian
Chief, Capt. Brant, was probably in Detroit in the spring of
this year, as eight gallons of "best port" are there charged to
him, at 32s per gallon.
The capture of Cornwallis at Yorktown, in October, 1781,
was virtually a triumph of the American Revolution, and although
the final treaty of peace was not signed until 1783, the war had
practically ceased except upon the frontier. In the beginning of
August, 1782, Sir Guy Carleton wrote to Gen. Washington
that negotiations for peace had commenced at Paris, and that the
independence of the United States would be conceded as a pre-
liminary step.
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• armed, rendezvoused at the Mingo Bottom of t he O hio,  a bove 
Wheeling, on th e 25th of May, 17 82, and C ol. CRA W FORD w as 
elected comm and e r. They reached Sandusky r iv er J une 6 th. 
On the 7th, the Indians gave them battle without de cis ive r e­
sults, but the savages were evid ently gatherin g a l a rge force, 
a n d  on the 9th a retrea t  was ordered. Col. CRA W FORD, a n d s ev­
eral others, got separated from t he m a i n  force, an d were t aken 
prisoners. . Several of them were t 0mahawked, but t o  CRA w ­
FORD, i n  retal i a tion for the Moravian m a s s a c re, was r e s e rved  t he 
d oom of d e a th at the stake, aggrav at ed for t hr ee h ours b y  t he 
m ore th a n  d evil i sh i ngenuity o f  his s avage t ormentors, a n d t he 
d eri s i ve t a u nts  of SI M ON  GIRTY. Thus end e d  t his d i s a s trous 
campaign, c o m m e n c e d  i n c ru e lt y a n d c rim e .  "\Vhi le these ter r i b l e  e ve n t s ha d  be e n  t r anspi ring,  by t he i n­
tr igues  of S rM ON  GIRTY, the M o r av i a n s  ha d  aga i n be e n  o r d e red 
t o  Detr o i t ,  w hi c h the y  re a c he d  A pr i l  15 t h. The y  we r e  t r e a t e d 
w i th gr e a t  k i n dn e s s by M aj o r  DE PEYST ER, w ho  i nfor m e d t h e m , 
how ev er , t h a t  ow i n g t o  t h e  c o m pl a i n t o f  t h e HA L F - KIN G, t h e  Wy an do tt c hie f, t h ey c o ul d not remai n a t Sand u s ky. The y  
t h en c on clu de d to est a b li s h t h e i r mi ssi o n on w ha t was t h e n 
ca lle d  the Hu ron Ri v er of t h e  Nort h ( n ow t h e  Clint o n ) ,  near Mo un t Cle mens , whe re t h e y rema i n e d for some y ears. On t h is occas i o n Z E ISBER GE R p reache d t h e gos pe l a t Det ro i t. The on ly Ro man Ca tho lic pr i e st, Fa the r SIM PLE , w as  an o ld m an , 
w ho a t tha t t i m e never pr ea che d. T he Pro test a n t s  ha d n o m i ni s­te r nor serv ice o f an y ki n d. Justi ces o
f the peace at ten
d ed 
the ir  we ddin gs and funera ls , an d some t i m es ba pt is e d t h e i r c hil­dr en. 
A somew hat nota bl e  c ha racter, t he fam ous M oha w k Ind ian  Chie f ,  Ca p t. BR ANT , was pro ba bly i n  D e tro i t  i n  the s pr i n g o f 
this yea r, a s e ight ga llo ns o f  "b est por t" a re t he re c ha rg e d to him, a t  32s per ga l l on. 
The cap tu re of COR N WALLIS at Yorktown, in Oc tober, 17 8 1 , was vir tually a tr ium ph o f t he Am eri ca n  R e v o l ut ion , a n d alth o u g h  
th e  fi n al tr e at y o f  p e ac e  w as  n o t si g n e d  u nti l  178 3 ,  the w ar  h ad pr ac ti cal! y c eas ed e xc e pt  u po n 
t he fro ntier. In t h e  b egin nin g of Au gu st, 178 2, Si r Guy C ARL ET ON w r o te to Ge n. WASHINGTO N 
th at ne go t ia ti o ns fo r pe a ce had comm e n c ed at Pa ris, a n d  th a t  t h e  
ind e pende nce of t h e U nited Stat e s  would b e  co nc ed ed as a p r e­
liminary step
. 
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But in the same month a most formidable force of Northern
Indians, led by Simon Girty and McKee, invaded Kentucky.
On the 16th of August they appeared at Bryan's Station, invest-
ed it for two days, when they retired, after the loss of thirty
warriors.
The Kentuckians, aroused by this invasion, gathered in small
force; and then followed, on the 19th, the short and disastrous
battle of the Blue Licks, in which, out of about 180 men, 60
were killed and 7 taken prisoners; among the killed was Col.
Todd, the civil Governor of the Illinois country.
To avenge this disaster Clark assembled about 1,000 mounted
riflemen, and invaded the Indian towns of Ohio; bul the alarm
had been given, and he found them empty of inhabitants. The
villages were fired, and the cornfields laid waste. Seven prison-
ers were taken and ten of the enemy killed, and two white cap-
tives re-taken.
The last event of this border war was the investment of Fort
Henry, at Wheeling, by a force of three hundred and fifty Indi-
ans under George Girtt, and a company of Queen's Rangers,
commanded by Capt. Pratt. An attempt was made to storm
the fort, but by the aid of a small cannon, it was repulsed. On
the second day of the siege, Capt. Williamson with seventy
mounted men, came to the relief of the little garrison, and the
Indians quickly disappeared. A portion of them appeared be-
fore Rice's Fort, some fourteen miles distant, but they were re-
pulsed by its garrison of six men, with a loss of four warriors.
This was the last eifort of Indian hostility which we have to
notice.
Peace was not formally proclaimed until April, 1783, but a
state of quietude had existed for months before. By the terms
of the treaty, the North-West, although never completely con-
quered by American arms, became a part of the American Union.
Detroit and its dependencies continued to be occupied by the
British until July, 1796, when for the first time this whole North-
West, came under the dominion of the American flag.
Of its progress, of its great wealth and unprecedented growth,
both in population and all the elements of a Christian civilization,
I have spoken. It has no grim, war-worn battlements, telling us,
in their mute and expressive language, of an iron age—an iron
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But in the same month a most formidable force of Northern 
Indians, led by SIMON GIRTY and McKEE, invaded Kentucky. 
On the 16th of August they appeared at Bryan's Station, invest­
ed it for two days, when they retired, after the loss of thirty 
warriors. 
The Kentuckians, aroused by this invasion, gathered in small 
force ; and then followed, on the 19th, the sliort and disastrous 
battle of the Blue Licks, in which, out of about 180 men, 60 
were killed and 7 taken prisoners ; among the killed was Col. 
Tonn, the civil Governor of the Illinois country. 
To avenge this disaster CLARK assembled about 1,000 mounted 
riflemen, · and invaded the Indian towns of Ohio ; bui the alarm 
had been given , and he found them empty of inhabitants. The 
villages were fired, and the cornfields la.id waste. Seven prison­
ers were taken and ten of the enemy killed, and two white cap­
tives re-taken. 
The last event of this border war was the investment of Fort 
Henry, at Wheeling, by a force of three hundred and fifty Indi­
ans under GEORGE GIRTY, and a company of Queen's Rangers, 
commanded by Capt. PRATT. An attempt was made to storm 
the fort, but by the aid of a small cannon, it was repulsed. On 
the second day of the siege, Capt. WILLIAMSON with seventy 
mounted men, came to the relief of the little garrison, and the 
Indians quickly disappeared. A portion of them appeared be­
fore Rice's Fort, some fourteen miles distant, but they were re­
pulsed by its garrison of six men, with a loss of four warriors. 
This was the last effort of Indian hostility which we have to 
notice. 
Peace was not formally proclaimed until April, 1783, but a 
state of quietude had existed for months before. By the terms 
of the treaty, the North-West, although ne-\··er completely con­
quered by American arms, became a part of the American Union. 
Detroit and its dependencies continued to be occupied by the 
British until July, 1796, when for the first time this whole North­
W est, came under the dominion of the American flag. 
Of its progress, of its great wealth and unprecedented growth, 
both in population and all the elements of a Christian civilization, 
I have spoken. It has no grim, war-worn battlements, telling us, 
in their mute and expressive language, of an iron age--an iron 
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race—long since passed away. It has no ruined temples and
columns—no broken statues—no exhumed cities left as monuments
of a civilization, which no longer exists. Its greatness is in the
future, yet clear to those who look through the vista of coming
years with an intelligent and steady gaze.
But even here we have a past, and one of no small interest—-a
past that reaches back beyond the clearly-defined regions of fact,
into the dim and shadowy regions of romance. We have the his-
tory of the gay and happy Frenchman leaving his storied, native
land—its vine-clad hills and sunny valleys, and with a passive he-
roism, that defies every danger, and endures every trial, here
cheerfully—nay, joyously—struggling with nafure in her obscur-
est, wildest depths, and meeting upon his own ground, and around
his own camp-fires, the still wilder savage; here planting the foot-
steps of an advancing civilization, and in the midst of every peril
and every privation, creating an Arcadia of simple happiness amid
the green prairies and the somber forests that lined the banks of
our noble lakes and beautiful rivers. The author, who with a
genial spirit and an artist's eye, looking through the dim trans-
parency of the past, shall reproduce to us a true and lively pic-
ture of the first century of the French occujuation of the North-
West, will deserve and receive the warmest gratitude.
Then comes in our history the stirring events connected with
the conquest of Canada by Great Britain—the surrender of the
North-West to the conquering power—the conspiracy of Ponti-
ac—the siege of Detroit—the capture or abandonment of other
posts so graphically described by Pakkman; and finally the
American Revolution, some of the incidents of which I have
sought to trace.
Nor is our later history without its absorbing interest. Dur-
ing the war of 1812, the North-West was the scene of stirring
and tragic events; and when armed rebellion raised its bloody
hands against the Union, the North-West poured forth its hardy
sons in one generous, mighty and continuous stream, and where
there was danger to be met, suffering to be endured, or glory to
be won, they were among the foremost. Stalwart blows they
dealt, and their blood has enriched, and their bones whitened,
every battle field.
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race-long since passed away. It has no ruined temples and 
columns-no broken statues-po exhumed cities left as monuments 
of a civilization, which no longer exists. Its greatness is in the 
future, yet clear to those who look through the vista of coming 
years with an intelligent and steady gaze. 
But even here we have a past, and one of no small interest-a 
past that reaches back beyond the clearly-defined regions of fact, 
into the dim and shadowy regions of romance. We have the his­
tory of the gay and happy Frenchman leaving his storied, native 
land-its vine-clad hills and sunny valleys, and with a passive he­
roism, that defies every danger, and endures every trial, here 
cheerfully-nay, joyously-struggling with nafure in her obscur­
est, wildest depths, and meeting upon his own ground, and around 
his own camp-fires, the still wilder savage; here planting the foot­
steps of an advancing civilization, and in the midst of every peril 
and every privation, creating an Arcadia of simple happiness amid 
the green prairies and the somber forests that lined the banks of 
our noble lakes and beautifui rivers. The author, who with a 
genial spirit and an a!tist's eye, looking through the dim trans­
parency of the past, shall reproduce to us a true and lively �ic· 
ture of the first century of the French occupation of the North­
W est, will deserve and receive the warmest gratitude. 
Then comes in our history the stirring events connected with 
the conquest of Canada by Great Britain-the surrender of the 
· North-West to the conquering power-the conspiracy of PONTI· 
Ac-the siege of Detroit-the capture or abandonment of other 
posts so · graphically described by PARKMAN ; and finally the 
American Revolution, some of the incidents of which I have 
sought to trace. 
Nor is our later history without its absorbing interest. Dur­
ing the war of 1812, the North-West was the scene of stirring 
and tragic events; and when armed · rebellion raised its bloody 
hands against the UNION, the North-West poured forth its hardy 
sons in one generous, mighty and continuous stream, and where 
there was danger to be met, suffering to be endured, or glory to 
be won, they were among the foremost. Stalwart blows they 
dealt, and their blood has enriched, and their bories whitened, 
every battle field. 
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Nor in the glorious victories of peace does it stand second to
any portion of our common country. It becomes us, in the spirit
of filial devotion, to know and to record this history—to gather
up even the minute threads thereof, and to weave them with a
bright and natural coloring into one beautiful, harmonious whole.
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Nor in the glorious victories of peace does it stand second to 
any portion of our common country. It becomes us, in the spirit 
of filial devotion, to know and to record this history-to gather 
up even the minute threads thereof, and to weave them with a 
bright and natural coloring into one beautiful, harmonious whole. 
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APPENDIX.*
List of Officers, Inspectors, Smiths, <&c, in the Indian Depart-
ment at Detroit, October 24, 1779.
Duperon Baby,
Alexander MeKee,
Isadore Chesne,
Charles Braubin,
(Each under pay at ten
shillings sterling per
day.)
Matthew Elliott,
Simon Girthy,
James Girthy,
George Girthy,
Piere Drouillard,
William Tucker,
Robert Surpblit,
Fontenoy Duquender,
(Each sixteen shillings,
York currency, per
day.)
Nicolas Loraine,
(Ten shillings, York cur-
rency.)
Jeancaire Chabert,
(Eight shillings York
currency, and ten
shillings sterling from
24th March.)
Claud Lubute,
Henry Baby,
Francis Diel,
Duplessis,
La Seuexe,
Gregor McGregor,
Sampson Fleming,
Charles Gouin,
Thomas McCarty,
24th June—
Francis L'Coellie,
D. Duquinder,
(Each eight shillings
York per day.)
John Mackay,
(Four shillings, York.)
List of Volunteers, dbc, on the Expedition of Captain Bird, with
their pay from Mth March to 2ith May, 1780.
Captain Chabert, sixty-one days, at ten shillings sterling per day; Lieutenant
Jonathan Scheiffelin, eight shillings, York currency; Anton Charon and Francis
Babant, sergeants, each six shillings, York; Joseph Carrie, corporal, five shillings,
York; and the following privates, each four shillings, York currency:
Louis Somlers, Guillaume Mallet, Joseph Laliberte,
F's Trudelle, J. B. Baazau, William Greg,
Antoine Truttie, John Jones, Edward Shehe,
Claude Richard, Jean Marie Marion, John Flurry,
Bazil Moran, Pierre Tessier, John Stockwell,
Jean Mary Plante, Francois Tessier, Joseph Reagh,
Pierre Loson, Antoine Martell, John Murray,
Andrew Bertiaume, Joseph Longuiel, James Tussy.
Joseph Lafont,
"Ordered to Go"—Each four shillings, York, per day:
Jean Marie LeCerp,
Jacques Chartier,
Amable Jitter,
Joseph Bergeron,
Paul Lasaline,
Bonavanture Lariviere,
Pierre Demerk,
Jacques Prudhomme,
Pierre Labutte,
J. B. Labady,
Louis Desaunier,
The amount paid to the above
Etienne Tramblay,
Caleb Reynolds,
J. B. Tavuan,
Jacques Loson,
Joseph Cote,
Charles Campau,
Amable St. Etienne,
Benja. Chapu,
Pierre Misee,
Louis Moine,
Simon Bergeron,
was £823 18s. 8£d.
J. B. Lajeunesse,
Pierre St. Louis,
J. B. Ledaux,
Charleboy,
J. B. Peltier,
Francois Bylair,
Joseph Drouilliart,
Alex'r Johnson,
Julien Labutte,
J. B. Tramblay,
* From MSS. Michigan Historical Society. These names are as in the original, hut no
doubt man; or them are Incorrectly spelled.
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APPENDIX.* 
Li8t of Officers, Inspectors, Smiths, etc. ,  in the Indian .Depart­
ment at .Detroit, October 24, 1779. 
Duperon Ba.by, 
Alexander McKee, 
Isadore Cbesne, 
Charles Bra.ubin, 
(Ea.ch under pa.y at ten 
shillings sterling per 
da.y.) 
Matthew Elliott, 
Simon Girthy, 
James Girthy, 
George Girthy, 
Piere Drouillard, 
William Tucker, 
Robert Surphlit, 
Fontenoy Duquender, 
(Ea.ch sixteen shillings, 
York currency, per 
da.y.) 
Nicolas Loraine, 
(Ten shillings, York cur­
rency.) 
Jee.nee.ire Cha.bert, 
(Eight shillings York 
cU1Tency, a.nd ten 
shillings st.erling from 
24th March.) 
Claud Lubute, 
Henry Baby, 
Francis Diel, 
Duplessis, 
La. Seuexe, 
Gregor McGregor, 
Sampson Fleming, 
Charles Gouin, 
Thomas McCarty, 
24th June­
Fra.ncis L'Coellie, 
D. Duquinder, 
(Ea.ch eight shillings 
York per da.y.) 
John Mackay, 
(Four shillings, York.) 
List of Volunteers, etc. , on the E�edition of Captain Bird, with 
their pay fr<»n 24th March to 24th May, 1780. 
Captain Cha.bert, sixty-<me days, a.t ten shillings st.erling per da.y ; Lieut.ena.nt 
Jone.than Scheiffelin, eight shillings, York currency ; Anton Charon and Francis 
Ba.bant, sergeants, ea.ch six shillings, York ; Joseph Carrie, corpora.I, five shillings, 
York ; and the following priva.t.es, ea.ch four shillings, York currency : 
Louis Somlers, Guillaume Mallet, Joseph Laliberte, 
F's Trudelle, J. B. Ba.a.za.u, William Greg, 
Antoine Truttie, John Jones, Edward Shehe, 
Claude Riche.rd, Jean Marie Marion, John Flurry, 
Bazil Moran, Pierre Tessier, John Stockwell, 
Jea.n Ma.ry Plante, Francois Tessier, Joseph Reagh, 
Pierre Loson, Antoine Martell, John Murray, 
.Andrew Bertiaume, Joseph Longuiel, James Tussy. 
Joseph La.font, 
" Ordered to Go"-Each four shillings, York, per day : 
Jea.n Marie LeCerp, Etienne Tramblay, 
Jacques Chartier, Ca.leb Reynolds, 
Ama.ble Jitter, J. B. Ta.vua.n, 
Joseph Bergeron, Jacques Loson, 
Paul Lase.line, Joseph Cote, 
Bona.va.nture Lariviere, Charles Ca.mpa.u, 
Pierre Demerk, Ame.hie St. Etienne, 
Jacques Prudhomme, Benje.. Chapu, 
Pierre La.butte, Pierre Misee, 
J. B. La.ba.dy, Louis Moine, 
Louis Desaunier, Simon Bergeron, 
The amount pa.id to the above was £823 1 8s. std-
J. B. Lajeunesse, 
Pierre St. Louis, 
J. B. Leda.ux, 
Charleboy, 
J. B. Peltier, 
Francois Byla.ir, 
Joseph Drouilliart, 
Alex'r Johnson, 
Julien La.butte, 
J. B. Tra.mbla.y, 
• From MBB. ](lchtgr.n Hl1torlcal Society. Theae names are u in the � but no 
4oubt man1 or them are lncorrectl1 1pelled. 
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The following persons were "ordered to go" with Captain Chene:
Joseph Blay, Joseph Degagne, Charles Leblanc, Pierre Robert, and James
MePhee, each eight shillings, York currency; and the following each four shillings,
York:
Pierre Miny,
Charles Roseau,
Simon Yax,
Michel Tramblay,
Chrisostome St. Louis,
Ignace Billette,
J. B. Mouinerel,
Joseph Grimard,
Andre Viger,
Andre Maw,
Etienne Lebeau,
Jean B. Lajeunesse,
Francois Prudhomme,
J. P. Yax,
J. B. Labady, Jr.,
Jacques Chauvin,
Pierre Clenchette, Cl'k,
J. B. Ledue.
The total pay of the above, added to Capt. Chabert's company, amounted to
£1,165 10s. 8£d.
Pay Roll of Volunteers with Capt. Bird, from May 25th to
August Uh, 1780, 72 days:
Louis Jeancaire Chabert, Captain, ten shillings, sterling, per day; Jonathan Shif-
fling, Lieutenant, eight shillings; Baubautt Chanon, Wm. Gregg and James Mc-
Aphie, Sergeants, six shillings; Josep Carrier, .Joseph Trouillier and Joseph Rough,
Corporals, five shillings; and the following privates at four shillings each:
Francis Trudell,
Gulliame Mellet,
Bapt Brazau,
Claud Richard,
Bazil Morran,
Jean Marie Plant,
Antoine Truttier,
John Fleury,
Pierre Lazon,
Andre Berthiaume,
Joseph Lafor'est,
Joseph Longite,
Edward Shehe,
John Stockwell,
John Johnes,
John Murry,
James Tressey,
Jean Marie Marion,
Pierre Tisier,
Francis Tizier,
Antoine Martelle,
Joseph Laliberty,
J. B. Labadee,
J. M. L'lerf,
Joseph Bergeron,
Bonavanture Larivier,
Jacque Prudhomme,
Pierre Laluette,
Louis Dezonier,
Etienne Tromble,
J. B. Faverau,
Jacque Lozen,
Benjamin Chapue,
Pierre Mizie,
Louis Morran,
Bapt. Laduke,
Touissant Charleboy,
Bapt Piltier,
Julian Labute,
Jean B. Tramble Junr,
Alex. Johnson.
Daniel Whaler, from the 25th May to 20th June, 21 days; Joseph Guilbeaux,
from 25th May to 1st July, 38 days; Henry Aunger, from 25th May to 18th June,
25 days; John Rix, from 25th May to 23d June, 30 days; Roger Welsh, do., 30
days; Caleb Reynolds and PierreChinchett, volunteers, each 12 days, four shillings
per day; Capt, Morran, one lieutenant, one sergeant, and forty men, for 21 days on
Survey, with provisions for Capt Bird's party, Capt Moran's pay roll amounting
to £199 10s., and the total of this pay roll, including Moran's, £1,079 12s. 3Jd.
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The following persons were "o rdered to g o" with Captain C hene: 
Joseph Blay, Joseph Degagne, Charles Leblanc, Pierre Robert, and James 
McPhee, each eight shillings, York currency; and the following e ach  four s hillings, 
York: 
Pierre Miny, 
Charles Roseau, 
Simon Yax, 
Michel Tramblay, 
Chrisostome St. Louis, 
Ignace Billette, 
J. B. Mouinerel, Francois Prudhomme, 
Joseph Grimard, J. P. Yax, Andre Viger, J. B. Labady, Jr., 
Andre Maw, Jacques Chauvin, 
Etienne L ebeau, Pierre C lenchette, Cl'k, 
Jean B. Lajeunesse, J. B. Ledue. 
The total pay . of the 
£1 , 1 61>  1 0s.  Btd. 
above, added to Capt. Chabert's company, amounted t o  
Pay Roll of Volunt eers with Capt. Bird, from May 25th t o 
August 4 th, 1780, 72 days: 
Loui s  Jeancai r e  Chabert, Captai n ,  ten shillings, sterling, per d ay; J onathan S hif­
fling, L ieutenan t, eight shillings ; Baubautt Chanon, Wm. Gregg a n d James M c­
Aphie, Sergeants, six shillings; Josep Carrier, . Joseph Trouillier a nd J oseph R ough, 
Corporals, five shillings; and the following privates a t  f our s hillings e ach: 
Francis Trudel� John Johnes, Lo uis  Dezonier, 
Gulliame Mellet, John Murry, Etienne Tromble, 
Bapt. Brazau, James Tressey, J. B. Faverau, 
Claud Richard, Jean Marie Marion, Jacque Lo ze n, 
Baz il  Morran, · P ierre Tisier, Benjamin Chapue, 
Jea n  M a rie  Pla nt, Francis Tizier, Pierre Mizi e, 
A ntoine Truttier, Antoine Martelle, Lo uis  Morr an, John Fleu ry, Joseph La liberty, Bapt. Laduke, 
Pier re L az on, J. B. La badee, Touiss ant Charleboy, 
Andre Berthiau me, J. M. L'lerf, Bapt. Piltier, Jo seph Lafoi'est, Joseph Berge ron, Julia n Labute, Joseph Longite, Bonavan ture Larivi e r, Je an B. Tramble J un r,  
Edward Shehe, Jacque Prudhomme, Alex. Joh nson. 
John Stockwel� Pierre Laluette, 
' Dan ie l Wha le r , fro m  the 2 5 t h  M ay to 20th June, 2'7 d ays ; Jos e p h  Gui lbe aux , 
fro m 2 5 th M a y  to 1s t  Ju ly, 38 days ; Henry .A.u n ge r ,  fro m 25th May to 1 8 t h Jun e , 
2 5  da ys ; Jo h n Ri x ,  fro m 25 t h  May to 23d  Jun e, 3 0  d ays ; Roger Wel sh , d o., 3 0 
da ys ; C al e b  Reyno ld s  an d Pierre Chi nc he tt, vo
l u n tee rs , e ach '7 2  d ays , fou r s
h i llings 
pe r da y; Ca p t.  Mo rran , one lie u tenant, one se r geant, a nd for ty men , for 2 1  d ays o n 
Su rve y, w ith  prov is io ns for C a p t. Bird's party, Capt. Mor an 's pa y ro ll a mou nti ng 
to £199 10s . , a n d the to tal o f this pa y ro ll, in clud i ng Mor an ' s, .£ 1,0 '79 1 2 s.  3id. 
Di g i z  
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CONDITION OF THE SOCIETY.
A synopsis of the Annual Report of the Society, January 3,
1871, shows: That the receipts into the General Fund the past
year, were $3,588.04; disbursements, $3,341.40, leaving an unex-
pended balance of $246.64. The Binding Fund, which was last
year reported at $368.52, has been increased by a $20 life mem-
bership fee from Col. Thomas Reynolds, and from annual dues
and accrued interest, to $458.07. The Society earnestly pleads
for contributions to this important fund.
The past and present condition of the Library, are shown by
the following table:
DATE.
-I. ~
§3
g a a.
n
1854, Jan. 1
1855, Jan. 2
1856, Jan. 1
1857, Jan. 6
1858, Jan. 1
1859, Jan. 4
1860, Jan. 3
1861, Jan. 2
1862, Jan. 2
1863, Jan. 2
1864, Jan. 2
1865, Jan. 3
1866, Jan. 2
1867, Jan. 3
1868, Jan. 4
1869, Jan. 1
1870, Jan. 4
1871, Jan. 3
50
1,000
1,065
1,005
1,024
1,107
1,800
837
610
544
248
520
368
923
5,462
2,838
923
1,970
22,294
1,000
2,000
300
959
500
723
2,134
711
2,373
354
226
806
2,811
1,043
682
6,240
1,372
23,336
50
2,000
3,065
1,305
1,988
1,607
2,528
1,971
1,321
2,917
604
746
1,174
3,734
6,505
3,520
7,163
3,342
45,530
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CONDITION OF THE SOCIETY. 
A synopsis of the Annual Report of the Society, January 3, 
1871, shows : That the receipts into the General Fund the past 
year, were $3,588.04; disbursements; $3,341.40, leaving an unex­
pended balance of $246.64. . The Binding Fund, which was last 
year reported at $368.52, has been increased by a $20 life mem­
bership fee from Col. THOMAS REYNOLDS, and from annual dues 
and accrued interest, to $458.07. The Society earnestly pleads 
for contributions to this important fund. ;. 
The past and present condition of the Library, ·are shown by 
the following table : 
"' "°  
DATE. � �  Ei ""  
::s -0 
o �  
I>-
---
1854, Jan. 1 • . . . . • . . . . . • • . . • • •
• 
50 
1855, Jan. 2 • . . . • • . . . . . • . • • • . . • 1 , 000 
18561 Jan. 1 . . . . . • . . • . • • . . • . . •
. 
1, 065 
1 857, Jan. 6 . . • • • • • . . • . . . . • . . •
• 
1 , 005 
1858, Jan. 1 . • • • . • • . . . . . • • • . . •
• 
1 , 024 
1859, Jan. 4 . . . . . • . . • . . . • • . . . •
. 
1 , 107 
1860, Jan. 3 . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • •  1 , 800 
1 861, Jan. 2 . . . . • . • . . . . • . . . . . •
. 
837 
1 862, Jan. 2 . . . • • . . . • • . • . . . . . • • 610 
1863; Jan. 2 . . . . • • • . . . • . . • • . • • • IS44 
1864, Jan. 2 . . . . • • • . . . • . . . . . . •
• 
248 
1861S, Jan. 3 . . . . • • • . . . . . . • • . . •
. 
520 
1 866, Jan. 2 • • . • • . . • . • • • • • • . . •
• 368 
1867, Jan. 3 . . . . . • . . . • • . • . . . . • . 923 
1868, Jan. 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IS , 462 
1869, Jan. 1 . • . • • . • . . . . • . . • . • • .  2 , 838 
1870, Jan. 4 • . . • • • • . . • . . . . • . . . . 923 
1871, Jan. 3 . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • •  1 , 970 
----
22, 294 
Dig 1ze b 
-E [ . � s 
Ei 't:l ..9:l ::s l'l .Q  8 OS �  
A 
. . . . . . . . . .  
1 , 000 
2 , 000 
300 
959 
600 
723 
2 , 134 
711 
2 , 373 
354 
226 
806 
2 , 811 
1 , 043 
682 
6 , 240 
1 , 372 
----
23, 336 
' 
-5 � �ll .s � .s 
-£ ..: - .. o �  � ..Q  
� E--
----
50 50 
2 , 000 2 , 050 
3 , 065 5 , l l lS  
1 , 305 6 , 420 
1 , 988 8 , 403 
1, 607 10 , 0 10 
2 , IS28 1 2 , ISSIS 
1 , 971 14 , 504 
1 , 321 15, 825 
2 , 917 1 8 , 742 
604 19, 346 
746 20 , 092 
1 , 174 21,  266 
3 , 734 25 , 000 
6 , 505 31, ISOIS 
3 , 520 35, 025 
7, 163 42, 188 
3, 342 45 , 530 
---- ---
41S, 530 . . . . . . . . 
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The additions of the year to the Library, have been 1,970 volumes,
of which 1,270 were acquired by donation, and 700 by purchase;
and 1,372 documents and pamphlets. Of the book additions, 56
volumes are folios, and 241 quartos—making a total of 1,661
folios now in the library, and 2,075 quartos, and 3,736 folios and
quartos together. There have been added 54 bound volumes to
the newspaper department, making the total of that valuable col-
lection, 1,601 volumes, of which 156 volumes were printed prior
to the present century. The present number of maps and atlases,
501. A portrait of Capt. Gilbert Knapp has been added to the
Art Gallery, and a superior marble bust of Hon. Alexander
Mitchell, by F. B. Ives, an eminent sculptor at Rome. The
Cabinet of Curiosities and Natural History has received many
important additions.
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The additions of the year to the Library, have been 1,970 volumes, 
of which 1,270 were acquired by donation, and 700 by purchase; 
and 1,372 documents and pamphlets. Of the book additions, 56 
volumes are folios, and 241 quartos-making a total of 1,661 
folios now in the library, and 2,07 5 quartos, and 3, 736 folios and 
quartos together. There have been added 54 bound volumes to 
the newspaper department, making the total of that valuable col­
lection, 1,601 volumes, of which 156 volumes were printed prior 
to the present century. The present number of maps and atlases, 
501. A portrait of Capt. GILBERT KNAPP has been added to the 
Art Gallery, and a superior marble bust of Hon. ALEXANDER 
MITCHELL, by F. B. Ives, :;i.n eminent sculptor at Rome. The 
Cabinet of Curiosities and Natural History has received many 
important additions. 
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OFFICEKS OF THE SOOTETY-1871.
PRESIDENT:
INCREASE A. LAPHAM, LL.D., Milwaukee.
vice presidents:
Hon. HENRY S. BAIRD Green Bay.
Hon. ALEX. MITCHELL, Milwaukee.
Hon. JAMES R. DOOLITTLE, Racine.
Hon. JAMES T. LEWIS Columbus.
Hon. HARLOW S. ORTON, LL.D Madison.
Hon. JAMES SUTHERLAND, Janesville.
Hon. H. D. BARRON, St Croix Falls.
Hon. A A. TOWNSEND, Shullsburg.
non. GEORGE HYER, Oehkosh.
Hon. A. G. MILLER, Milwaukee.
HONORARY VICE PRESIDENT:
1. Hon. CYRUS WOODMAN, Massachusetts.
2. Hon. PERRY H, SMITH, Illinois.
5. Hon. HENRY S. RANDALL New York.
4. Hon. JOHN CATLIN, New Jersey.
6. Hon. STEPHEN TAYLOR Pennsylvania.
6. Hon. A. C. DODGE Iowa.
7. Hon. L. J. FARWELL, Illinois.
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY:
LYMAN C. DRAPER.
RECORDING SECRETARY:
Col. S. V. SHIPMAN.
treasurer:
A. H. MAIN.
LIBRARIAN:
DANIEL S. DURRIE.
Hon. L. FAIRCHILD,
Governor.
For One Year.
Gov. L. FAIRCHILD,
Hon. E. B. DEAN,
Col. F. H. FIRMIN,
Hon. L. B. VILAS,
Gen. D. ATWOOD,
Hon. HORACE RUBLEE,
0. M. CONOVER,
Hon. JOHN Y. SMITH,
B. J. STEVENS,
Ex-Officio.
Hon. Ll. BREESE,
Secretary of State.
For Two Yean.
Hon. D. WORTHINGTON,
C. P. CHAPMAN,
Prof. J. D. BDTLER,
Prof. S. II. CARPENTER,
Hon. JAMES ROSS,
N. B. VAN SLYKE,
J. D. GURNEE,
E. W. SKINNER,
Maj. J. 0. CULVER,
Hon. HENRY B/ETZ,
State Treasurer.
For Three Years.
Gen. SIMEON MILLS,
Hon. GEO. B. SMITH,
Gen. G. P. DELAPLAINE,
Dr. JOSEPH BOBBINS,
Hon. AND'W PROUDFIT,
S. U. PINNEY,
Hon. E. W. KEYES,
JAMES L. HILL,
Hon. S. D. HASTINGS.
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OFFIOERS OF THE SOOIETY- 1871. 
PRESIDENT: 
INCREASE A. L A P HA M ,  L L. D ., Mi lwaukee. 
VICE P RESIDENTS: 
Hon. HENRY S. BA I RD,. . . • . . . • • . . . . • . . . . . • • . . • . . • • 
• 
• • • . 
Green B ay.  
Hon. ALEX. MITCHELL, 
. 
. . • . . . • . 
• • 
. . . . . 
• . 
. . . . . . . . • • . . . . . M ilwaukee. Hon. JAMES R. DOOLITTLE, .
. . . .. . . . . .
. .. . . . . . . . . . .
..
. . . Racine. Hon. J..A.MES T. LEWIS 
.
. . .
. . . . . . . . • • . . . •. . • .•
.
• •
.
• • . • • . •  
C olumbus. 
Hon. HARLOW S. ORTON, LL.D .. .. . .. .. . ..
..
..
..
..
.. .
..Madison. Hon. JAMES SUTHERLAND, .
. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. . . . .. .. .  J anesville. Hon. H. D. BA RRON, .
. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . St. Croix Falls. Hon .  A. A. TOWNSEND,. 
• . 
• .. • . .. . . . . .. • . . . 
.. 
• 
. . . . . .. . . . S hullsbur g. Hon . GEORGE HYER, . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . O llhkos h. Hon. A. G. }llLLER,.. 
. 
• . . . • .. • • .. • 
. . 
• • . 
.. • 
• 
.. • • .. • • .. • • • 
M ilwaukee. 
HO N O R A R Y  VI C E P RE SIDEN T :  
1. Ho n .  CYRUS WOODM..A.N,. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • 
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• • • • 
• • • • • • • • 
Mas s a c h use tts. 
2. Hon. PERRY H. SMITH,. . 
• • . . • .. . . .. • . .. • • 
.. 
. . .. 
• 
• 
• 
. 
• 
Illinois. 
8. Hon. HENRY S. RANDALL , .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. . .. . . .. . . .. N ew York. 4. Hon. JOHN CATLIN,. 
. . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . .. .
..
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.
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.
• • •
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, 
State Treasure r. For One Ye a r. Fo r Two Ye art . For Th ree Y ea r a. 
Gov. L. F..A.IRCHILD, Hon. D. W ORT HINGTO N , Gen. SIMEON M ILLS , Hon. E. B. DEAN, C. P. CH A.PM.AN, Hon. GEO. B. S MITH,  
CoL F .  H. FI RMIN, Pro f.  J ,  D. BUTLER, Gen. G. P. DEL A.PLAINE, 
Hon. L. B. VILAS, Pro£ S .  H .  CARPENTER , Dr. JO SE PH  HOBBINS, 
Gen. D . .AT WOOD, Hon. J A ME S  ROSS, H on. A...�D'W PROUD.FIT, 
Hon. HO RACE RUB LEE, N. B. VAN SL YKE, S. U, PINNEY, 0. M. CONOVER, J. D .  GURN EE, Hon. E .  W. KEYE S, Ho n. J OHN Y. SMI TH , E. W. SKINNER, JAME S  L .  H ILL, B. J. STEVENS , Maj . J. 0. CUL VER, Hon. S. D .  H A.STIN GS . 
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STANDING COMMITTEES—1871.
Publications—
Messrs. Draper, G. B. Smith, Butler, Carpenter and Culver.
Auditing Accounts—
Messrs. Hastings, Firmin, Shipman and Chapman.
Finance—
Messrs. Mills, Ba;tz, Hastings, Van Slyke and Gurnee.
Endowmen t—
Messrs. Draper, Van Slyke, Delaplaine, Mills, Worthington, Atwood,
Finney, Orton, Hill, Hastings and Proudfit,
Literary Exchanges—
Messrs. Durrie, Firmin, Hobbins, Skinner and Breese.
Cabinet—
Messrs. Shipman, Fairchild, Vilas, Stevens, Keyes and Durrie.
Natural History—
Messrs. Lapham, J. Y. Smith, Hobbins, Delaplaine and Stevens.
Printing—
Messrs. Ross, Carpenter, Culver, Keyes and J. Y. Smith.
Art Gallery—
Messrs. Carpenter, Delaplaine, Mills, Fairchild, Breese, Vilas and Shipman.
Historical Narratives—
Messrs. Pinney, Fairchild, Orton, Shipman and Draper.
Indian History and Nomenclature—
Messrs. Chapman, J. Y. Smith, Butler, Hill and Stevens.
Lectures and Essays—
Messrs. Ross, Butler, Worthington, Conover and Durrie.
Soliciting Committee—
Messrs. Hobbins, Shipman, Chapman, Ba;tz and Dean.
Annual Address—
Messrs. G. B. Smith, Ross, Gurnee, Fairchild and Pinney.
Membership Nominations—
Messrs. Mills, Breese, Gurnee, Proudfit and Skinner.
Library Purchases and Fixtures—
Messrs. Draper, Conover and Durrie.
Obituaries—
Messrs. Atwood, Delaplaine, Ross, Dean and Hastings.
Objects of Collection.—The Society earnestly solicits of every editor and pub-
lisher of a newspaper or periodical in the State the regular transmission of such
publication; Books and Pamphlets on all subjects of interest or reference; Maga-
zines, Newspaper Files, Maps, Engravings; Portraits of Wisconsin pioneers and
other prominent personages; War and Indian relics, and other curiosities; Narra-
tives of Early Settlement, Hardships, Border Wars, and of the part borne by Wis-
consin men in the late war of the rebellion.
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ST A NDING COMMITTEES- 18 71. 
Publication&-
Messrs. Draper, G. B. Smith, Butler, Carpenter a n d C ulver . 
.Auditing Ac ccmn t a -
Messrs. Hastings, Firmin, Shipman a nd C hapman.  
Finance-
Messrs. Mills ,  Bretz, Hastings, Van S lyke a n d G urnee. 
Endowme nt -
Messrs. Draper, Van Slyke, Delaplaine, Mills, Worthington, .A twood, Pinney, Orton, Hill, Hastings a nd Proudfit. 
Lite rary Exc h a nge&-Messrs. DuITie, Firmin, Hobbins, Skinner a n d Breese. 
Cabine t -
Messrs. Shipma n ,  Fa i rchild, Vilas , S tevens ,  Keyes a n d D uITie. 
Nat u ra l Hi,at o r y- . Messrs. La p ha m, J. Y. Sm i th, Hob b i ns,  Del ap lai ne a n d S te v e ns. 
P1-i n t i n g-Mes s rs. Ros s , Carpen ter, Cul ver , Keye s a n d J .  Y .  S m i th . .Ar t Ga llery-Messrs . Car pent er , Del apl a ine, Mills, Fairc h il d,  B re es e ,  Vilas a nd S hipm a n. Hia to ri ca l  Narrat i v ea-Me� srs . Pinne y, Fa irc hild, Orton, Shipm an and Dra per. 
In d w n Hi.s tor y a n d  Nom enc l at ur e-Messr s. Chapman, J. Y. Smith, But l e r , Hill a nd S te v ens. Lect u re& a1t d Eu ay&-Mess rs. Ross, Butl er , Wort hington , Con over and D U1T i e. 
So li ci t i n g  Committe e-
M essrs. Hobblli s , Shipm an , Cha pman , Bre tz and D ea n ..An nual Addre-
Messr s. G. B. Sm i t h, Ros s , Gur nee , : Fa irc hil d an d P inn e y. 
M em be r a hi p 
Nom ina tio ns-
M.es srs . Mills, Breese, Gurnee; P ro ud fi t  and S kinn er. Li br ary Purc 'hase1 and Fixt ur ea-
Messrs. Dr aper, Co nover and DuITie. 
Ob i tuarie 1 -Mess rs • .Atwood , Delaplaine, Ross, Dean and Hastin gs . 
OBJECTS OF CoLLECTION.-The Socie ty earnestl y solicits of every editor and pub­lis her of a n ew spaper  or per iod ica l  in the State the regula r tra ns m ission of such 
public atio n; Books and P am phlets on all subjec ts of interest or reference; Ma ga­
zines
, 
News p aper F iles, Maps, Engravi ngs ; Portrai ts of Wisc ons in pioneers and 
other p romi nent pe rsonage s; War and Indian re lics
, 
and ot he r curiosit ies; N arra­
tives o f  Early Se ttlement, H ar ds hip s, BOl'der W e.rs, 
an d  of the pa rt  borne b y  W is ­
co n si n m e n in th e  late war of the. rebellion. 
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